HELP AND ENCOURAGEMENT
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‘Home but not alone’ – telephone support line, set by Suffolk Staffed 9am to 5pm everyday
· moragsutcliffe63@gmail.comcommunities
· it takes on average 1,300 calls a week

If you need help, do call the number above.

Prayers and Pause for Thought   

May the doors of this church be wide enough to receive all who come seeking God and fellowship. 
May the doors of this church be narrow enough to shut out pettiness and pride, envy and enmity.
May the threshold of this church be no stumbling block to young or frail feet. 
May the threshold of this church be too high to admit complacency and self-seeking,
May this church be, for all who enter, a safe place and the doorway to a richer life in Christ. 
Loving God, we pray that this church may be a place of welcome, security and compassion.
Keep us watchful yet caring, trusting yet ready to question, that all who worship here may do so in safety and in the knowledge of your love, though Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                                                                          
                                                                            Church Safeguarding Prayer
	Monks Eleigh
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Welcome to the final issue of the Benefice Bulletin 

Sue and I started the Benefice Bulletin during the Covid period some six years ago and production ends with this issue as I retire from the Benefice at the end of September. I hope that you have enjoyed the Benefice Bulletin and its contents and found it both helpful and useful. 
  Revd. Mike Birt
Sunday Services                                          
Details of all forthcoming Sunday Morning and special Services in August and September may be found in this Bulletin. 
News 

Chelsworth Open Gardens took place on Sunday 28th June and was extremely successful with sunny weather and large crowds.
Congratulations to all who worked so hard to make their gardens look so attractive in this very hot weather, and my thanks to all who attended and who worked so hard in the village on the day.  

The Milden Fine Art Exhibition event took place over the weekend of Friday 3rd July (a Preview evening) to Sunday 5th July in Milden Church. The whole weekend was a huge success and very well received, with many visitors and art sales on the preview evening and on each of the following two days. 
Special thanks are due to Mark and Jules Isahak for organising and managing such a special and memorable event.  

On a sad note, there have been a number of funerals in the Benefice over the last few weeks. The funeral of Hugh Partridge took place at All Saints Chelsworth on 24th June, followed by the funeral for Rosemary Goodchild at St Peters Monks Eleigh on 1st July. 
We then had the Thanksgiving Service for Mary Redmond at St Marys Brent Eleigh on Thursday 9th July, followed by the funeral of Philip Scoones at St Marys Brent Eleigh on 17th July. 
This was followed by the funeral of Marion Lindsey-Smith on 23rd July at All Saints Chelsworth.

The Benefice Summer Study Course finished on 28th July and has been a very encouraging and thought-provoking course, as we mapped our way through the Gospel of St Luke. 

The wedding of Sophie Mann and Ollie Williams took place at St Peter’s Monks Eleigh on Saturday 25 July, in glorious sunshine and with a red London double decker bus turning up to take the wedding party and guests to the reception in Mistley.   

Forthcoming Events: please let me know of any other forthcoming church and church related events. 

The Milden Garden Fete, scheduled for early September, has sadly had to be cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances. It is hoped that this popular event will return in 2027.

In anticipation of Sue and Mike’s departure from the Benefice at the end of September, a number of meetings are being  held over the summer to share out the administrative tasks associated with organising the Sunday and special services in the Benefice.   

Good news for the Benefice! Many congratulations to Ann Perry who has successfully completed her Preaching Course and can now conduct and preach at certain services in the Benefice. 
More good news! Sophie Peacock and Harry Frost are getting married at St Peter’s Church Monks Eleigh on Saturday 5th September – very best wishes to them both as they prepare for their big day. 
August and September 2026 Services
August 
Sunday 2nd 	Trinity 9	Kettlebaston 
                       	10.15 am 	Holy Communion
Sunday 9th	Trinity 10	Brent Eleigh
		10.15 am  	Holy Communion
Sunday 16h	Trinity 11 	Monks Eleigh
	10.15 am	Holy Communion
Sunday 23rd   Trinity 12	Milden
		  9.00 am        Said Holy Communion
                       10. 15 am        All Age Family Service
Sunday 30th    Trinity 13        Chelsworth
                         10.15am       Holy Communion 
                           6.00pm       Monks Eleigh
                                               Evensong
September
Sunday 6th     Trinity 14	Kettlebaston
		10.15 am 	Holy Communion
Sunday 13th	Trinity 15	Brent Eleigh
                        10.15 am  	Holy Communion
Sunday 20th  	Trinity 16	Milden
	10.15 am	Holy Communion
Sunday 27th   Trinity 17	Monks Eleigh 
 Harvest            9.00 am       Said Holy Communion 
Thanksgiving  10.15 am       All Age Family Service 
Tuesday 29th       7.00pm      Milden 
                                               Harvest Thanksgiving

All the Benefice churches are open during daylight hours.
Please contact Reverend Mike Birt on tel: 01449 740623 or on Mikebirt856@btinternet.com if you have any enquiries.
My rest days are Monday and Friday
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Need a volunteer's help? Call: 0800 876 6926




