MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH 

HELD ON 14 MAY 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 7.00PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)

Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall
Cllr Francesca Scoones
Apologies:
There were no apologies

In Attendance:
County Cllr Robert Lindsay

District Cllr Bryn Hurren
William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Parish Council)
Georgina Strutt (Churchwarden – St Mary’s Brent Eleigh)
Item No
Item discussed

26.01                  Chair’s welcome and apologies for absence
Cllr Went as Chair of the Parish Council took the chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were no apologies.   
26.02
To receive the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 15 May 2025
                               It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 15 May 2025 and sign them as a true and accurate record.  
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

26.03                To receive a report from the Parochial Church Council of St Mary’s Brent Eleigh

                         Churchwarden Georgina Strutt presented a report, a copy of which is appended below at Appendix 1. 
                              In response to questions the Churchwarden stated that the church’s financial position is sound, with adequate reserves. Also steps are being taken to arrange interim cover following the retirement of the Rector in the autumn. Georgina Strutt was thanked for her report.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

26.04                To receive a report from the Chair of the Parish Council      
                         Cllr Went expressed the view that the Council had continued to manage its finances prudently over the  past year. It was necessary to increase the precept this year, not only to address inflation and cover the cost of additional administrative burdens, but also because the parish’s tax base had fallen by 7.4%. The Parish Council continues to support the Village Hall, the community bus service connecting local villages with Sudbury, and Citizen’s Advice, Sudbury. 

26.05                To receive the County Councillor’s report

                              Cllr Lindsay had previously distributed a report via email which he went through. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 2. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
26.06                To receive the District Councillor’s report
Cllr Hurren took those present through his report, the text of which is appended below at Appendix 3. In response to a query about parish elections, Cllr Hurren said that there was no information yet on arrangements for these.   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________    

26.07                To receive a report from the village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator  
                                 Cllr Went stated that, until recently, it had been a very quiet year. Then six weeks ago, prowlers were seen at night around dwellings in the village and since then, there was an attempted theft of a Land Rover and caravan at Tye Farm. Two caravans have also been stolen from Hitcham. Cllr Went said he is thinking about revitalising the Neighbourhood Watch Group using What’s App.   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

26.08                To receive a report from the Colman Almshouse and associated Charities 

                               A report had been received from the Chair prior to the meeting. The text was read out to the meeting  by the Clerk to the Partish Council and the report is appended below at Appendix 4.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
             26.09                To receive a report from the Village Hall Committee

                                            This was delivered by Cllr Marshall and the text of the report is appended below at Appendix 5. 
________________________________________________________________________________
26.10                To receive comments on village matters 
                               It was reported that a query about dog bins had been raised with Councillors. This is potentially more of a problem because residual refuse is now only collected once every three weeks and in hot weather the bins could become very smelly. In discussion it was suggested that a compostable solution might be helpful. In terms however of providing dog bins via Babergh Council, Cllr Hurren promised to find out how much they would cost, both to provide and to empty if the Parish Council were to install 2/3 in key locations.  

                              The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.10pm.

APPENDIX 1: REPORT FROM THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF ST MARY’S BRENT ELEIGH    

Michael Warner has retired from his roles at St Marys - Firstly Church Warden with Vivien, Treasurer

and also Secretary. We are all enormously grateful  for his expertise and help and will miss him greatly.  
We held a really happy and fun retirement BBQ at the Rectory last summer to celebrate and thank them both so very much.

Following the Quinquennial Inspection in March 2025 we have been working hard to get the ball rolling to restore the 750  year old Wall paintings which are being damaged with rising damp. Michael Garber, the Architect from Hanslip, Andrea Kirkham the paintings restorer and Ed Morton, the Building surveyor, have all been on site and the process is moving forward with enormous help from Sue Birt and the PCC supporting her.

The Lent Lunch was a huge success in aid of St Nicholas Hospice in Bury.
The Fiddlers Elbow Concert was attended by 55 locals and made £520 for the Fabric Fund.

A number of Church Tours and Teas are in the diary for the Summer and very kindly

organised by Michael Warner.
Peter continues to look after grass mowing and Arthur the path. We are so grateful for all the churchyard volunteers and also the Cleaning Team and fantastic Flower Team as well. Visitors often comment on the beautiful fresh flowers.
A big thankyou to Kevin and Karen for opening & closing the church daily.

APPENDIX 2: ANNUAL REPORT FROM COUNTY CLLR ROBERT LINDSAY
County election and the new Cosford

I am relieved and pleased to have been re-elected as your County Councillor. The new Cosford division is much larger than before – 21 parishes councils (as opposed to 18 before)  – and seven of them, including Boxford, Little Waldingfield and Alpheton are new to me. This extra number of Parish Council meetings to cover does mean that my attendance at every PC meeting for all 21 PCs – difficult before - will not be possible. I will necessarily have to focus on the seven new ones to start with to get to know them. Luckily Brent Eleigh Parish Councillors know me well enough to be able to approach me about issues without the need for a formal meeting.  

The new County Council

             The elections cut the Conservative councillor numbers down from 55 to just nine with Reform winning 41 out of 70 seats, enough to form an administration on their own. Greens increased seats from nine to 13 – making us the official opposition - while LibDem and Labour seat numbers were roughly halved.

Reform          41

Green            13

Conservative   9

LD                   2

Labour            2

Independent   2

             At this stage it is not clear what Reform’s policies are on County Council matters. There are press reports that the chairman of Ipswich Reform Party has banned its new councillors in Ipswich from talking to the press. As I write it has just been reported Reform have chosen as their leader Michael Hadwen. The former leader Chris Hudson has said that all the new councillors will need to be “put in an academy” for six months to train them up to the job.
We have our first full council meeting next Thursday at which the Reform leader will be voted in. Green members will be discussing ahead of that meeting what kind of group to form.  I and my fellow Green councillors will do our best to hold the Reform administration to account for the remaining two years that the County is in existence.

Reform have indicated they do not support the Government’s decision to scrap the County Council and create three unitary councils in May 2028. They may launch a judicial review of the decision. Non co-operation with the Government on creating the three unitaries would not be to the benefit of Suffolk residents if the three unitary council plan does go ahead.  

            Two more elections in next two year - 2027, 2028  

If the Government does stick to its plan, in a year’s time, in May 2027, there will be elections of “shadow” unitary councillors – in our area for the new unitary of West Suffolk. Those elected will not actually be representing residents until the unitaries are legally created with full staff in May 2028.

             Alongside this, the Government is creating the office of a Norfolk and Suffolk Mayor, elected by all the voters in the two counties. The Government has delayed its plans for that election by two years to May 2028. 

            A Harder surface for Clay Lane

I hope this important project can proceed this year. Let me know if there are hitches that the County Council can help with in the CIL bid procedure.

Window renewal village hall

I have provided from my locality budget £5000 towards repair of this window.  

New 51 bus service

             Looking back at the year, I’m delighted to say that the new 51 bus service has been running (since April 14) between Hadleigh and Stowmarket six times daily, five days a week. The new service is the result of an application for bus funding I encouraged three other parish councils to make two years ago. The 15 seater bus appears already to have a core of regular passengers. 

Since then £27m has become available to Suffolk for new bus routes over the next three years and parish councils are being asked to bid again for services they might want. I will be trying to ensure the new administration allocates this money where buses are most needed.    

             Five month closure Bildeston High Street

The replacement of the water main on Bildeston High Street will mean its closure of different stretches over the five months between start in mid-June to end in mid-November.  The surgery will still be accessible by car throughout, from one direction or another at any one time. And all businesses will be open to pedestrian access. 

The County has not yet responded to my suggestion that they use the works to resurface the High Street. I can pick that up now the elections are over. I have repeatedly asked the bus company and Highways what they will do about the 51 bus route given the closure and they have so far told me that they are in discussions and awaiting a decision. 

             I have met Highways Network Assurance with local parish council chairs to see what can be done to mitigate the use of rat-runs – particularly through the villages of Wattisham and Kettlebaston and Monks Eleigh; it is likely to involve the use of warning signage.

             Test case for new simplified 20mph policy

On Monday 27 April I was informed that Cockfield parish council has been granted approval for reduction of speed limits from 30mph to 20mph on the three roads that surround Cockfield Great Green. So far as I know, this is one of the first test cases of the Council’s new, simpler policy on 20mph being put into action. It required just three speed surveys on the three roads and each one came in with an average speed below 28mph – the sole criterion now in place. However, funding will still need to be found. The new administration’s policy on funding is not yet known.  

             APPENDIX 3: ANNUAL REPORT FROM DISTRICT CLLR BRYN HURREN 

     Firstly to tell you that this year has been dominated by LGR (local government re-organisation). This was stated as a Government intent in late 2024 and has remained on the agenda ever since that time and although the Mayoral election for an area across all of Norfolk and Suffolk has been put back 2 years, everything else remains on track for unitary elections in 2028, with a 3 council set up for Suffolk along with Norfolk. This means that these councils will do everything that is currently carried out by BaberghMidSuffolk along with the current Suffolk County Council.  
     This proposal was put forward by the combined efforts of the 5 districts and borough across Suffolk due to worries of 1 council being to large and remote to do a proper job. Three councils geographically and strategically placed across our county should serve all constituents well and enable residents to have good democratic contact with their local councillor, working hard on their behalf.  While the decision has been largely welcomed by the good people of Suffolk, Council leader Mathew Hicks did not take it well and issued a pitiful statement, along with a withering speech. 
     For us the district council, we have once again set a balanced budget with a modest tax increase of 2.9%; this brings the cost of Babergh up to just over £4.00 a week for a band D property, which I feel is very good value indeed for all we do, this includes planning to a set prescribed standard, with a housing plan and land supply into the future to allow for prescribed growth, heritage and environmental work to ensure that we and our buildings are kept safe and up to a required standard, without ever allowing a complete free for all. Also our CIL scheme runs on a cost neutral basis and brings in many £millions for our communities and local enhancements and schemes.
     Moving seamlessly on to waste collection, this has now moved on to a highly technical operation with recycling becoming a vital part of this. This is now moving on again with changes to what we collect and its frequency, glass at kerbside will now be an option along with some widening of options for more recycling and much less in the black bin.                               Also now we have a commitment to keep the bottle banks for another year or so and I believe payments will be given up front, this will be ratified after the election when purdah has ended. The days of a tin bin on the shoulders of the operative tipping it into an open lorry and then clattering onto the street are truly over.
     A good time to remind you that in BaberghMidSuffolk, no kerbside waste goes to landfill, all goes to the Power from Waste facility to make electricity for the national grid. Also our solar panel initiative on just over 2,000 of our council houses which brought in just over £350,000 in tariffs during the last financial year, as well as providing cheap electricity for our tenants. Worth noting here also that the vast majority our vehicles are now powered by Bio-fuel.
     I will just touch on housing; our target numbers remain at 775 per annum for Babergh but for how long I am unable to say, the demand for housing generally is slowing but the need for first time housing and downsizing is increasing quite dramatically. Maybe with costs of raw materials and labour increasing and housing not selling, this might be a good chance to actually build something that is actually needed most.
     One of the things that we have been doing currently is to organise the County Council elections for probably the last time.  Although we should be doing the elections for the unitary shadow cabinet and PC next year but much can change.
     Ask me in 12 months.
     For Boxford itself, I have been instrumental in saving and negotiating the deal for the Woodland Trust to take over Primrose Meadow. I understand that clearing work has started already and contractors are booked to erect gates and fencing along the front perimeter, this will I am sure become a jewel in Boxford’s crown, along with the neighbouring villages of Edwardstone, Groton, and the Eleighs and brilliant asset for nature and our village, along with the nearby pond.  
     At Baberghs AGM two nights ago, Cllr Lee Parker was elected Chair of the Council, Cllr Simon Dowling Chair of Planning, Cllr Mary Mclaren Chair of Overview & Scrutuny, and myself as Chair of Audit & Standards.

     I applaud this PCs endeavours to secure the long term future of our Village Hall and will help and advise wherever possible. 

     Happy to take questions from PC and Public.    Bryn.    
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The Committee: 
Christopher Helms – Chair 

William Townrow   – Treasurer 

Jo Dooley              -  Secretary 

Rev Mike Birt        –  Trustee 

James Davis          – Trustee 

Neil Murphy            - Trustee 
We are pleased to report that we have a continued full occupancy of all the Alms Houses. After the sad passing of Claud Smith new tenants have moved into the property, and they have been welcomed by all the other residents and very much settled into number six.
 

After taking the decision to invest in the security, insulation and noise reduction of the properties with double glazing, the replacement of all the windows and doors at the rear of the properties has been a great success. After a short period of inconvenience, all the residents have given positive feedback, particularly in regard to the insulation, as well as the windows and doors being significantly more secure. We are now turning our attention to the maintenance of the front of the properties, where we will look at the best options for repainting, repairing and replacing* the windows and doors. We have received a few quotes, this will be discussed at our next meeting on Tuesday 19th May. 
[ *this only applies to any rotten or damaged woodwork and/or glass panes- and not a full replacement of the windows and doors.] 
The contributions were marginally increased last year, as they had not been for a number of years and with the contributions being the sole income, it’s important we can maintain the cottages and support the residents in their living to the required standard.
 

After the previous Chair stepped down, we did have some administrative issues, but the Charity Commission were extremely helpful and we are now fully compliant and up to date. 
In regard to the land owned by the associated charities, we are exploring the option of planting cricket bat willows. It will provide a low maintenance, long term investment, that can be ongoing. Unfortunately, we are still waiting for one company to get back to us, but we have a meeting next Friday with a different company to assess the land, and give a better idea of feasibility. 

Finally, we are reluctantly saying a fond farewell to Reverend Mike Birt. He has been a valued member of the Committee and we thank him for his time and contributions and very much wish him and Sue all the best for their future. We will of course look forward to welcoming the new Reverend when they take over the role. 

 

Sincerely, The Alms Houses Board of Trustees 

 

 

APPENDIX 5: ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
The Village Hall is just about keeping its “head above water” financially at the moment, mainly due to sewing classes that are held once a week, sometimes twice. This means we are receiving a regular income, obviously great news. 

We do still make a small amount from children’s birthday parties, funeral wakes and the hiring of tables, chairs and kitchen equipment. We still have the best equipped kitchen of all the villages around! 

We have managed to pay to have the hall, with the exception of the small room, redecorated, and it looks great! The kitchen has been re-tiled by a tiler who lives in the village, free of charge. We were delighted!

We desperately need a new kitchen window and this is being organised. There are a few complications in as much as the arch above the window looks precarious and may have to be repaired before the window can be tackled. Also the whole building needs the brickwork repointing as the solitary bees have been causing quite a lot of damage. Enquiries are being made to see if a grant might be forthcoming from the Heritage Fund. We have managed to obtain a grant of £5k from County Cllr Robert Lindsay for the replacement window, for which we are extremely grateful.

The coffee mornings that have taken place monthly for a number of years have now unfortunately ceased, as the previous organiser has hung up her apron!  We are looking to see if someone else might take (put) it on but no one has come forward yet!

Cllr Scoones has stepped down as Treasurer of the Village Hall and left the Committee at the beginning of the year and Cllr Went has replaced her. We thank Francesca for all her years of work on the Committee.      
