MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY ANNUAL MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 14 MAY 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 8.10PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)
Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall
Cllr Francesca Scoones

Apologies:
There were no apologies.

In Attendance:
William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
Item No
Item discussed

26.29                Election of Chair

                              It was RESOLVED unanimously that Cllr Kevin Went should be re-elected Chair of the Council.                              Proposed by: Cllr Scoones                                    Seconded by: Cllr Marshall                                                        Cllr Went duly completed the Chair’s declaration of acceptance of office.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________                               
26.30                Chair’s welcome
                              Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 
________________________________________________________________________________

26.31                To receive apologies for absence

                            There were no apologies for absence.
26.32                  Declarations of Interest

26.32.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

26.32.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

26.32.03
To receive Declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

26.32.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

26.33                Minutes of the previous meeting

                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 12 March 2026 and sign them as a true and accurate record.

                         Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Austin 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
26.34                To review and assign portfolios and appoint representatives to outside bodies

                         Portfolios were CONFIRMED as follows: 
·  Trees – Cllr Scoones 
·  Footpaths – Cllr Marshall

·  Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Went.

                              Representation on Other Bodies was CONFIRMED as follows:

·  Colman and Associated Charities – Cllr Helms (change from Cllr Marshall)
·  Suffolk Association of Local Councils – Cllr Went

·  Brent Eleigh Village Hall Committee – Cllr Marshall and Cllr Scoones.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________                                        
26.35                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters
26.35.01                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the cashbook which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at 31 March 2026, standing at £4,363.14. Additionally, there is a sum of £3.80 due by way of VAT repayment, so the Council’s net assets as at 31 March totalled £4,366.94. From that current balance the following sums are continuing to be held as earmarked reserves:
· £1,000.00 as a contribution towards village hall improvements.
· £380.34 CIL reserves.
That gives an earmarked reserves total of £1,380.34 with general reserves of £2,986.60 as at year- end – adding up to the overall total of £4,366.94.  

26.35.02                To consider CIL monies position

                              As the existing sum of £380.34 needs to be expended by October 2026 on a project that supports growth, it was RESOLVED that the sum will be used as a contribution to the urgent repairs being arranged to the kitchen window in the Village Hall. Cllr Marshall to advise when the monies need to be paid over.
                              Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Scoones 

26.35.03                Approval / ratification of payments
                              It was RESOLVED to make the following payments:
· £138.52 to SALC for annual subscription

· £277.00 to Zurich Insurance for renewal of the Council’s insurance due on 23 June.
It was RESOLVED to ratify the payment of £240.00 made to Parish Online on 13 April in respect of the new website and email service.  

                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Austin
26.35.04                To consider a request for grant aid from GoStart for route 112

The Clerk reported a request from GoStart received on 6 May for a contribution to the cost of running the service in the financial year 2026/27. Overall the service is loss-making, notwithstanding contributions made by local councils. Following discussion it was RESOLVED to make a contribution of £300.00 in response to this request. 

Proposed by: Cllr Austin                                        Seconded by: Cllr Scoones 
26.35.05                To declare the Council exempt from the requirements for a Limited Assurance Review 
                              As neither income nor expenditure in the year ended 31 March 2026 exceeded £25k, it was RESOLVED to certify the Council as exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance review.  

                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Helms
26.35.06                To consider and adopt the Internal Control Statement for year ended 31 March 2026
                              The Clerk reminded Councillors that to comply with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 they need to undertake an annual review of the system of internal control within the Council. The Clerk had previously distributed a draft Statement setting out the Council’s approach to internal control and, following a brief discussion, it was RESOLVED to approve the Statement. 

                              Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Scoones
  26.35.07                 Arrangements for Audit, approval of the 2025/26 accounts and the exercise of public rights                              
The Certificate of Exemption, signed by the Chair and Clerk, has to be submitted to the External Auditor by no later than 30 June. The Council has to approve the Annual Governance Statement and the Accounting Statements (in that order) and publish them on the Council’s website by 1 July. The Certificate of Exemption, together with the Internal Audit report, bank reconciliation, Register of Assets, the Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights, and other information required by Regulation 15(2) Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, has also to be published in the same way. The Clerk will liaise with the Internal Auditor to ensure that all the paperwork is in order for the Special Meeting to be convened in June to complete all the financial and governance matters.  
26.35.08                Re-adoption of the LGA Model Councillor Code of Conduct
                              All councils are required to have a local Councillor code of Conduct. Brent Eleigh PC has hitherto adopted the Local Government Association Model Councillor Code of Conduct. It was RESOLVED to formally re-adopt the LGA Model Councillor Code of Conduct.

                               Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Austin   
26.35.09                To review subscriptions to other bodies

                              The Council pays an annual subscription to the Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC). Currently it is £138.52. It was AGREED to continue with this subscription for 2026/27.  
                              The Council also subscribes to the Suffolk Preservation Society (SPS) and it was AGREED to continue with this subscription for 2026/27.  
26.35.10                To review authorised signatories and electronic banking arrangements

                              It was AGREED that cheque and online payment signatories for 2026/27 will be as follows:

· Cllr Went

· Cllr Helms

· Cllr Scoones

· The Clerk.

                              Electronic payments are initiated by the Clerk and signed off by one of the Councillor signatories. 
26.35.11                To agree to receive the summons to meetings electronically

                              All Members AGREED to this for the next Council year.  
26.35.12                Digital and data compliance update
                              The Clerk reminded Members that the Council is required to have a generic email account hosted on an authority owned domain. This implies having a.gov.uk website and email address and being compliant with all legal requirements relating to websites, including access. It will also be a requirement to have an IT policy. The current position is that the new website has been created and  customisation / populating it with information is in hand. Members have been provided with their new .gov.uk email addresses and it should be possible to move over to the new email system shortly. The existing OneSuffolk website will show a signpost to the new one. The new website more than meets the accessibility standard. The Council approved an IT policy at its meeting on 12 March 2026.      
26.35.13                Scheme of Delegation under s101 Local Government Act 1972

                              The Clerk had previously distributed a draft policy paper in relation to powers specifically delegated to the Clerk to the Council. The Council had never had such a written policy before but a recent event had caused the matter to be urgently reviewed – hence the reason for bringing a draft policy to this meeting. Following a brief explanation by the Clerk of the event in question and a discussion, it was RESOLVED to approve the Policy and implement it with immediate effect.   

                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Scoones     
26.36                To receive reports from Councillors
26.36.01                Condition of Clay Lane - update
.                          Cllr Marshall reported that the landowner at the Lavenham end has made improvements but the Brent Eleigh end still requires work. Funding is however going to be made available to improve the restricted byway to provide an acceptable width and an all-weather resilient surface.  
26.36.02                Condition of footpath 5 through the vineyard
                              Cllr Marshall reported that the overgrown field hedges had been cut back but more work is required. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
           26.37                To receive the Clerk’s report  

26.37.01                 Road safety issues at Cundys Lane / The Street.  
                               The clerk reported receipt of a complaint about vehicles exiting Cundys Lane at speed without looking out for traffic travelling along The Street. Following discussion it was AGREED that Cllr Marshall will talk to the residents at Mill View to see if they are willing to allow the Council to position a traffic mirror on their boundary which will give drivers exiting Cundys Lane a better view of traffic coming from the Street Farm direction. If agreement is forthcoming the Council will procure and fit it at its own expense.        
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

26.38                 Planning issues
26.38.01                To consider updates on planning applications 

1. DC/25/03898 – Brent Eleigh Hall – application for repairs and refurbishment of stables 
No decision yet made.
2. DC/25/03752 & DC/25/03753 – Hill Farm – conversion of barns to form two dwellings
Planning consent was GRANTED on 23 April 2025. 

3.    DC/25/05619 – Corner Farm – listed building consent for through floor lift  
                               The application was WITHDRAWN.
4.     DC/26/00453 – Rose Cottage – removal of front wall and erection of shed
Planning consent was GRANTED on 21 April 2026.

    5.     DC/26/00892 – Alder Carr – TCA application to remove Walnut Tree
        The application was GRANTED on 2 April 2026.
        6.     DC/26/00865 – Brent Eleigh Hall – application for internal alterations and refurbishments

        No decision yet made. Brent Eleigh Parish Council had previously submitted comments.             
   26.38.02                 New planning applications            
                                 7.      DC/26/00033 – 1 The Glebe – application for the erection of an upper floor above a garage

                                 No decision yet made.  

                                 8.      DC/26/01356 – Corner Farm – application to install a free-standing lift

                                 No decision yet made.
                                 9.     DC/26/01302 – Wellness Centre, Brent Eleigh Road – outline application 
                                 No decision yet made. Brent Eleigh Parish Council has recommended REFUSAL.

            _______________________________________________________________________________________________

             26.39                Dates of future meetings
                                 It was AGREED to hold a Special Meeting to deal with governance and accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2026 on 18 June 2026 starting at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. The next Ordinary Meeting of the Council will be on 30 July in the Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm.      
________________________________________________________________________________
26.40               Chair’s closing remarks
                             The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10pm.
