MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 5 DECEMBER 2024 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 7.30PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)

Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Francesca Scoones

Apologies:
Cllr Karen Marshall
In Attendance:
District Cllr Bryn Hurren

County Cllr Robert Lindsay

William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
Item No
Item discussed

24.77                  Chair’s welcome 
                          Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
24.78
To receive apologies for absence

                            Apologies were received from Cllr Marshall. 
24.79                 Declarations of Interest

24.79.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

24.79.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                                  There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

24.79.03
To receive Declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

24.79.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
24.80                Minutes of the previous meeting

                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 10 October 2024 and sign them as a true and accurate record. 

                         Proposed by: Cllr Scoones                                    Seconded by: Cllr Austin  
_______________
It was then agreed to take the comments on village Matters and the Neighbourhood Watch report next  

24.81                To discuss any Village matters
It was reported that a complaint was received about the condition of Cundys Lane. The problems have  
now been remediated but Cllr Marshall will be meeting the owner’s agent in the next week. Cllr Scoones   
                         reported that hedge cutting along Cock Lane had been executed very poorly and Cllr Marshall offered to

                              speak to the land agent responsible for the work.  
_________________________________________________________________________________
24.82                To receive a report from the Village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

                         There was nothing new to report.     
                         It was then agreed to revert to the order of the Agenda
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

24.83                To receive the County Councillor’s report

                         Cllr Lindsay had previously distributed a report via email to all Councillors. The text is appended below at Appendix 1. Cllr Lindsay took Councillors through the report. In the light of the forthcoming Government White Paper on devolution Cllr Lindsay gave an update on the approach which the Government is likely to take. This will include the abolition of county and district councils with unitary authorities and the creation as well of mayoral strategic authorities overseeing groups of the new unitary bodies. 
24.84                To receive the District Councillor’s report
                               Cllr Hurren had previously distributed a report which he went through. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 2. On the matter of Babergh’s accounts and the lack of suitable external auditors, Cllr Hurren explained that the last 3 years’ accounts have not been externally audited as Ernst and Young have had insufficient resources. This he emphasised was not Babergh’s fault as the accounts had been presented on time. 

                               Cllr Hurren reminded Councillors that he has a small locality budget and parishes can apply for a small grant for a particular project before the end of March 2025. The Clerk will put this on the agenda for the meeting in January 2025. 

                               Finally in relation to the planning application for a Wellness Centre at Second Meadow Stables (see Minute 24.87.01 below), Cllr Hurren reported that he has been in touch with the Planning Officer dealing with the case.                                  
_________________________________________________________________________________

It was then agreed to proceed to the remainder of the Agenda, but leaving the Financial and Governance Matters to be dealt with at the end of the meeting  

________________________________________________________________________________________________
24.85                To receive reports from Councillors
24.85.01                 Vandalised road safety mirror - update  

                               Cllr Helms reported that the replacement mirror was now installed. Thanks are due to those involved in the procurement and fixing.   
_________________________________________________________________________________
24.86                To receive the Clerk’s report  
24.86.01                Condition of the River Brett - update
                              At the previous meeting the Clerk reported on correspondence between a local resident and the Environment Agency and Anglian Water on the level of pollution in the River Brett through Brent Eleigh, caused by sewage discharges from Lavenham sewage works which in 2023 totalled 710 hours. [This is allowed in periods of heavy rain to avoid risk of flooding properties under a very flexible licence system.] Having received unsatisfactory responses the matter was escalated by the resident to James Cartlidge MP. Following this a response was forthcoming from the relevant Area Director for the Environment Agency. This stated that storm discharges in 2023 were higher because of greater rainfall; there is a problem upstream of Monks Eleigh with water infiltrating into the foul sewer network; and that permits allow the discharge of diluted sewage into the river in the event of high rainfall or snow melt. It concluded by saying that such impacts would be minor and that overall, the water quality in the Brett was classed as “moderate” in 2022 with fish and invertebrates being classed as “good”. In a separate response to James Cartlidge MP from Anglian Water, the water quality in the Lavenham Brook in 2022 was stated to be “good” in comparison with the “moderate” rating for the River Brett further downstream.         

24.86.02                White Paper on local government reorganisation 
                              This was dealt with in Cllr Lindsay’s report (see Minute 24.83 above). The Clerk added that the proposals are likely to be published in week commencing 16 December.  
             24.86.03                Grant request from Headway Suffolk            
                         This was considered and it was AGREED to NOTE the request on this occasion.
________________________________________________________________________________________________

24.87                Planning issues
24.87.01                To consider updates on planning applications 
                              1.     DC/24/02083 & DC/24/02110 – Hedgerows Farm – demolition of barns and construction of one two-storey dwelling and three bungalows (Class Q fall back DC/23/02271)

Planning consents were GRANTED on the basis of the revised applications on 13 September 2024. The Clerk brought to the attention of Members that the plots of land covered by the applications are now on the market. The plot marketed for the two-storey dwelling consists of 1.18 acres plus 2.14 acres of amenity land (still subject to agricultural use and a planning application would be required to change this). To the immediate north of the bungalows is 1.2 acres of amenity land available for purchase separately (again currently agricultural land). It is possible therefore that further planning applications will follow in due course. On a positive note CIL will apply to the developments if not self-build.    
2.      DC/24/03859 – Hill Farm – application for prior approval of proposed demolition of building and construction of new dwelling under schedule 2 Part 20 Class ZA 
Planning consent was GRANTED on 25 October 2024. 

                               3.       DC/24/04224 – OUT – Wellness Centre at Second Meadow Stables, Brent Eleigh Road

                               Councillors have previously considered a revised application in respect of this proposal and recommended refusal on the following grounds:

· The proposed development is neither located within the settlement boundary of Lavenham nor is in accordance with the Lavenham Neighbourhood Plan; nor does it meet any of the policy exceptions which allow for development in such a location.

· The site does not meet the Joint Local Plan requirements in relation to safe, sustainable and active transport.

· The site lies within Flood Zones 2 and 3 and is at high risk of flooding. It is important to ensure that there is no net loss of on-site flood plain storage which could impact downstream. Possible levels of flooding suggest that the application does not meet the requirements of both the NPPF and the Local Plan in terms of making the development safe from flooding in its lifetime. 

The Clerk sent a detailed response to Babergh on this basis on 16 October. On the same date the Environment Agency wrote to Babergh recommending refusal on the grounds that the proposal as currently framed does not ensure there will be no loss of flood storage capacity on site. A decision is still awaited. 
24.87.02                To consider planning applications received

        4.   DC/24/04576 – Mill View, The Street – works to trees in the Conservation Area
        Planning consent was GRANTED on 8 November 2024.   
                          5.  DC/24/04676 - Walnut Tree Cottage, Cundys Lane – works to trees in the Conservation Area

                               Planning consent was GRANTED on 15 November 2024. 
________________________________________________________________________________                              
24.88                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters

24.88.01                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the updated cashbook, reserves balance and bank reconciliation, together with the current bank statement, which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at 2 December 2024, standing at £5,606.24. From that current balance the following sums are continuing to be held as earmarked reserves:

· £380.34 CIL payment received on 11 October 2021. This has to be expended by October 2026 and applied to a specific project that supports growth. 
· £1,000 Village Hall support fund.

The Clerk was requested to put the matter of applying the earmarked CIL monies to a specific project compliant within the CIL rules on the agenda for a discussion at the next meeting.  

24.88.02                 Approval / ratification of payments
                                    It was RESOLVED to authorise payments as follows:
· £1,000.00 to the Brent Eleigh Village Hall Committee
                                   Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Helms
24.88.03                Local Government pay increase for 2024/25                  

                              The Clerk reported on the agreed national salary increase award for 2024/25. Following discussion it was RESOLVED to change the Clerk’s salary from Scale 6 to Scale 7, which increases the hourly rate from the 2023/24 level of £12.42 to a new rate of £13.26. For 60 hours a year this equates to an annual increase of £50.40. It was also RESOLVED to apply the new rate backdated to 1 April 2024.                                                                                           
                              Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Scoones 
24.88.04                Budget report and draft base budget for 2025/26
The Clerk had previously distributed copies of the updated budget report to Members prior to the meeting and copies were tabled as well. This showed the original budget agreed for 2024/25 together with expenditure year to date, and year end expenditure projected on the basis of known commitments. The report also shows a draft budget for 2025/26 based on a precept figure unchanged from the current year. It was AGREED to accept this report as a basis for further discussion and setting the precept at the January meeting.

24.88.05                 Precept for 2025/26  
                               The Clerk outlined both the process of precept setting and the taxbase position for 2025/26. The taxbase for Brent Eleigh has increased by 13.1% for the new financial year and the Clerk presented modelling on the basis of claiming precepts of £3,000, £3,200 and £3,400. Final taxbase figures will be available from Babergh early in the new year and Councillors will need to make a final decision at the January meeting.    
           24.88.06                Appointment of Internal Auditor for 2024/25
                              Phillip Escott has kindly agreed to undertake the role again in 2025. 
24.88.07                Electronic payments arrangements
                              The arrangements for getting all authorised signatories up to speed on using the electronic payments arrangements with Lloyds Bank are in hand. 
24.88.08                 Changes to the Lloyds Bank account
                                    The Clerk reported that, with effect from January 2025, the Bank is changing the Council’s account from a Treasurer’s Account to a new Community Account. This is primarily for clubs and other not-for-profit organisations, but there seems to be no choice in the matter. The change will mean that the Council will incur a monthly fee and transaction fees as well.     
            __________________________________________________________________________________________________
            24.89                Dates of future meetings
    The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on 23 January 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________    
24.90                Chair’s closing remarks
                             The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting    closed at 8.48pm.
APPENDIX 1: REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR ROBERT LINDSAY
Free home survey to find out how best to stop heat leaks from your home  
Suffolk Public Sector Leaders are offering home owners a free or discounted “retrofit” assessment. The only criteria is that your home’s Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) band must be below C. 

You can apply online at suffolkenergyassessment.co.uk  

You can check your home’s EPC on gov.uk/find-energy-certificate.

The approved retrofit assessor will identify the best measures for your home, e.g. insulation, draft proofing, ventilation repairs, heat pumps or solar panels. They will also give you a cost benefit analysis of any measure recommended.

It is free if your property is smaller than 98m2 There is a maximum fee of £30 for larger homes.

Loft Insulation Offer for Suffolk Residents

For the second year running, Suffolk’s Public Sector Leaders are providing funding to help Suffolk residents make their homes warmer and save money on their energy bills by providing discounted loft insulation - an uninsulated home can lose up to a quarter of its heat through its roof. The Suffolk Loft Insulation Offer enables homeowners in Suffolk to receive a 50% discount (up to £200) and free delivery on orders of 200mm or 370mm wide eco-friendly thermal insulation rolls from High Loft, the UK's leading eco loft insulation brand. Last year, the project enabled the insulation of over 5,000m² of roofs in Suffolk, and this year the Suffolk Climate Change Partnership wants to double that figure. The offer is open to anyone in Suffolk and will only close once the allocated funding has been spent. Visit https://highloft.co.uk/pages/suffolk-council-200-loft-insulation-contribution and fill in the form to receive your discount code.  
£15k offer for home efficiency loan opens.

The council’s new £3m fund for interest-free loans to residents wishing to undertake home energy efficiency upgrades that was mentioned in last month’s parish report is now active, and applications can now be made at https://www.lendology.org.uk/warm-home-suffolk-loan. Energy efficiency upgrades such as insulation, solar panels, batteries, glazing, or heat pumps are possible with loans from £2,000 to £15,000 to be repaid over a maximum of seven years at 0% interest.  
Pavement safety and preventing trips and falls

At council on 17 October my political group brought forward a motion that the county review its priorities for repairing pavement defects in order to ensure quicker interventions where tripping incidents are most likely. Currently, if there is a difference in the surface level of the footway of 20mm or more, this will be repaired, but we argued that in areas of high footfall or where a trip or fall had been recorded, this threshold was too high. Most members of the public who trip or fall are over 65, and it would make sense for the repair policy to be more flexible. The administration at the council voted down our motion. They claimed a review of highways processes was being undertaken.  Our group will try our best to input into this. My feeling is that there ought also to be some flexibility over the maximum width of pavement that highways will clear of encroaching vegetation – currently no more than 50cm.
Budget consultation

Suffolk County Council has launched a public consultation prior to decisions on the budget for the next financial year, 2025-26, which are due to be made in the next few months. The consultation will close on Monday 16 December, and if you want to participate, visit www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/2025_26_budget.  
APPENDIX 2: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR BRYN HURREN
I think the past year has been the most difficult for Babergh Mid Suffolk and local government.

The financial support from central government remains minimal and the extra duties we have been asked to fulfill are increasing, We have a statutory duty to carry out some functions, but others are beginning to be beyond our reach.

About 50% of our financial resources come from your council tax and the rest is made up from investments, paid for services, green energy income and grants from LGA and our own initiatives. 

Another big issue for local councils at the moment is the lack of external auditors, since the extinction of the Audit commission, to review the accounts of local authorities which is leading to mass difficulties. 

It has also been the year where our Joint Local Plan has kicked in to achieve a planning goal and ambition, it has guided our officers well and has also resulted in a strong performance at appeals. Like all live documents it needs regular updates and refreshing, and we were already embarked on a new call for sites appeal when the new deputy Prime Minister announced the new house building requirements for all LPAs for the foreseeable future.

These included a rise in numbers for Babergh from 450 to 760 dwellings per year.

Quite doable I think but can we find the materials, contractors and craftsmen to keep up these numbers and maintain, refresh and increase the required infrastructure?

At least 50% of new dwellings need to be affordable to rent or buy to fill the huge gap in that sector and it has emerged that although not in Chancelor Reeves budget speech, any council or Housing Association homes built from now will not be subject to RTB legislation. Cartwheels from Bryn.

The CIL monies scheme continues to do well and has reaped huge rewards and benefits for most villages in the Babergh area, including yourselves; however the mega projects like roads and schools will still need to come from the national pot and if massive house building continues to race ahead of crumbling and incompatible infrastructure, we are heading for disaster.

While in Babergh MidSuffolk we are landlord to over 7,000 dwellings, a rise of about 80 since this time last year, due to our clever house building programme, our housing team have struggled badly to house many semi or totally homeless people and almost every village has struggled and been aware of this issue. An increase in social houses is imperative for a caring society.

Closer to home our well managed Leisure Centres have performed well and paid their way as well as keeping our residents fit and entertained, we do offer a good service to our residents along with NHS referrals as part of a treatment plan and are one of the first to do this.

I am really sorry that the Kingfisher pool has been out of action for 12 weeks now but will now reopen in mid-February for paying customers. The problem has been a cracking of the top laminated glass panels and all will need replacing at a later date. A big blow for paying customers and the business as a whole

Another hard pill for this Councillor to swallow is the impending implementation of across-the-board parking charges in Babergh to match mid Suffolk. While I would have accepted increased charges with the first hour remaining free, this move is, I feel, detrimental to the local market towns who already suffer from challenges from out of town stores on lesser rates and their own free parking facilities. I have asked our chief finance officer and executive to write to the government minister responsible for business rates on council owned car parks for them to be rated at zero but with our national finances in such a poor state, this is unlikely to happen.

Currently we run all our car parks for around £145k but business rates of just over £300k are too much of a killer blow for us to take out of our precious receipts.

Hadleigh Health Centre has applied to close Boxford surgery. I am of course opposing this on behalf of residents, but it looks maybe inevitable. The decision lies with the IBC for final announcement and we await the outcome. If it happens, it will be sad but manageable with measures to soften the blow.

My meetings at the GoStart HQ recently re the Hadleigh to Stowmarket digibus route might also provide Brent Eleigh residents with some public transport to the wider world

County Council elections next year and you will be in South Cosford Division along with the rest of the Box Vale ward

Don’t forget that I have a small locality budget and you can apply for a small grant for a pet project before the end of March 2025.

Thank you to all who make this village run so well, officers and all residents included.

Happy to take comments and questions now and any time later.

Have a great Christmas and 2025.    Bryn,

