MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 4 DECEMBER 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 7.30PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall

Cllr Francesca Scoones

Apologies:
Cllr Martin Austin

In Attendance:
District Cllr Bryn Hurren 
County Cllr Robert Lindsay

William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
Item No
Item discussed

25.77                  Chair’s welcome 
                          Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.78
To receive apologies for absence

                            Apologies were received from Cllr Austin.  
25.79                 Declarations of Interest

25.79.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

25.79.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                                  There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

25.79.03
To receive Declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

25.79.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.80                Minutes of the previous meeting

                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 16 October 2025 and sign them as a true and accurate record. 

                         Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Scoones 
25.81                To receive the District Councillor’s report
Cllr Hurren had previously distributed a report which he went through. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 1. The report was drafted before the Government announcement earlier on 4 December, that it is minded to delay the Mayoral elections, originally planned for May 2026, until 2028. So at the moment the Government’s intentions are not clear. Cllr Hurren updated the meeting in respect of that announcement. 
On planning, Cllr Hurren added that there is currently a call for sites where proposals can be submitted from the public for consideration for inclusion in the Joint Local Plan. In relation to Brent Eleigh, the Clerk mentioned that a call for sites in 2024 generated a proposal for new housing on Hedgerows Farm, in addition to the barn conversions consented. However that proposal has been considered unsuitable by planners, and no other submissions were made during that call for Brent Eleigh. 

Cllr Hurren reminded Councillors that he has funds from his Locality budget to make an award for a suitable project should Brent Eleigh wish to make an application. The deadline for applications is 23 January 2026. He will forward the paperwork to Cllr Marshall for consideration. 
The Clerk raised the matter of the reduction in the Parish taxbase for 2026/7 of 7.4%, which will severely impact on the ability of the Council to raise the revenue it requires without a significant percentage increase in the precept. A discussion followed on the likely factors relevant to the change and Cllr Hurren offered to try to find out the reasons from Babergh Council Officers. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.82                To receive the County Councillor’s report

                              Cllr Lindsay had previously distributed a report via email to all Councillors in advance of the meeting. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 2. As with the District Councillor’s report, Cllr Lindsay updated the information regarding the Mayoral elections in the light of the Government statement made earlier in the day that it is mindful to delay the Mayoral elections until 2028. 

                              Following on from the query raised by a resident about the need for a speed limit on the A1141 Brent Eleigh bypass, Cllr Lindsay amplified the paragraph in his report concerning speed limit reduction criteria. Copies of the Suffolk Speed Limit Policy had been supplied to Councillors prior to the meeting but critically, it needs to be understood that any changes in policy applied to Brent Eleigh (and the existing policy indicates that agreement to any change on the A1141 would be unlikely) would have to be funded by the Parish Council with a contribution from Cllr Lindsay’s locality budget. Overall costs would be in the order of a five-figure sum. As the Council has insufficient resources to fund any changes it was AGREED to take no further action on this matter.      
                              Cllr Lindsay added a mention of a briefing from the County Fire Chief. Apparently earlier in 2025 an inspection revealed a poor culture in the Fire Service. On a revisit there is still a lot to be done but the Chief has undergone a 360 degree review which together with equality and diversity training is being cascaded down,              

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.83                To discuss any Village matters
25.83.01                 Speed limit on the A1141 through Brent Eleigh
                               This Item was discussed as part of Cllr Lindsay’s report recorded at Minute 25.82 above.
25.83.02                 Any other matters 
                               Cllr Helms reported that the signs asking dog owners to clean up after their pets had been obtained. Cllr Went advised that posts to fix them to can be found in the shed behind the Village Hall.
__________________________________________________________________________________
25.84                To receive a report from the Village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

                         There was nothing new to report.     
__________________________________________________________________________________

25.85                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters

25.85.01                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the updated cashbook, reserves balance and bank reconciliation, together with the current bank statement, which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at 28 November 2025, standing at £6,090.78. From that current balance the following sums are continuing to be held as earmarked reserves:

· £380.34 CIL payment received on 11 October 2021. This has to be expended by October 2026 and applied to a specific project that supports growth. 
· £1,000.00 earmarked for support to the Village Hall.

25.85.02                 Approval / ratification of payments
                               It was RESOLVED to authorise payment as follows:
·   £48.00 in respect of the One Suffolk website hosting fee.
                               Proposed by: Cllr Went                                         Seconded by: Cllr Scoones    
25.85.03                 Request for contribution to the costs of running the Route 112 bus service
The Clerk reported that he had received a request from the Treasurer of GoStart Community Transport for a contribution to the costs associated with running the service. Following discussion it was RESOLVED to make a payment of £250.00.     
Proposed by: Cllr Went                                         Seconded by: Cllr Marshall          
25.85.04                 Budget report 
                               The Clerk tabled copies of the budget for 2025/26, updated to reflect actual expenditure to date and year end expenditure projected on both that and agreed outstanding commitments. Also included was an initial budget for 2026/27 based on known commitments, allowing adequate provision for new website and domain hosting costs, and assuming that the precept for the new financial year remains the same as for 2025/26. The position was NOTED. The final budget and precept setting will be done at the meeting in January 2026.
25.85.05                 Precept for 2026/7

                               The Clerk reported that he had received preliminary taxbase figures from Babergh for 2026/7. These show a reduction in the taxbase of 7.4%. As recorded at Minute 25.81 above, Cllr Hurren has promised to make enquiries within Babergh to try to find out the reasons. However if the preliminary figures are confirmed early in January, if the Council wanted to keep the precept the same as the current year (£3,400) it would increase the cost for a Band D dwelling by 7.97% and if the Council wanted to raise the precept to £3,500 it would increase the cost for a Band D dwelling by 11.15%. Further discussion will need to take place at the January meeting when the precept will be set.
25.85.06                To consider purchase of a public bleed control kit
                              In the light of information provided by Cllr Marshall it was AGREED not to take any further action on this.                    
25.85.07                Grant requests from Headway Suffolk and Suffolk Accident Rescue Service 
                              The Clerk reported receipt of requests from the above organisations for support. It was AGREED to NOTE
                              the requests. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________                       25.86                To receive reports from Councillors
                               It was reported that recent bad weather had caused a tree branch to fall on Town Hill. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
25.87                To receive the Clerk’s report  
25.87.01                Digital and data compliance requirements to be met in 2025/26 – new website, email and domain
                              The Clerk had previously redistributed to all Councillors the paper covering the digital and data compliance requirements that the Council will need to meet to comply with the new Assertion 10 in the latest version of the Practitioner’s Guide. Details of these are contained in Minute 25.73.02 of the meeting on 16 October 2025. At that meeting, and following discussion on the possible partners in terms of sourcing a .gov.uk domain, website and email service, it was decided to consider it in more detail at the December meeting, in order to afford Councillors more time to consider the implications. Following further discussion of the options it was AGREED that the Clerk will talk to the Clerk at Lidgate Parish Council to find out their degree of satisfaction with the Aubergine products, and make enquiries directly of both Aubergine and Parish Online to ascertain in more detail what they can provide and the exact costs.   

25.87.02                Other digital and data compliance

                              Additionally the Council is required to achieve full compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2016 and the Data Protection Act 2018. The NALC roadmap to this is 23 pages long but it would be sensible to wait until the Council has a new website provider before reviewing this area. Also the Council needs to have an IT policy. The NALC template for this (prepared by consultants) runs to 15 pages and is more suitable for a large Council than a micro-one. The Clerk reported that he had discovered a 3 page policy template prepared by the Government Digital Service for Parish Councils which he will consider as a suitable basis for a policy for Brent Eleigh. This approach was AGREED. 

25.87.03                SAPP & CIPFA consultation on proper practices for smaller authorities

                              This consultation focuses on two key areas – the presentation of accounts and the competency of internal auditors. The closing date for responses is 2 January 2026. The consultation was NOTED.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.88                Planning issues
25.88.01                To consider updates on planning applications 
                              1.      DC/24/05288 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application for permission to convert a small timber cart lodge to a 2 bed dwelling

No recommendation or decision as yet. 
2.     DC/24/05367 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application to convert a large timber threshing barn into a 4/5 bed dwelling following removal of 20th century lean to sheds 

Initial objection from Babergh Heritage team had been withdrawn but no recommendation or decision as yet.

Councillors NOTED the position on these applications located in Monks Eleigh parish close to the boundary with Brent Eleigh. 
3.    DC/25/04086 - Vaiseys Farmhouse – application for chimney renewal and new windows and doors 
4.     DC/25/04087 – Vaiseys Farmhouse – listed building application re above

Brent Eleigh PC had no comments to make on these applications. Planning consent for both was GRANTED on 6 November 2025.  

5.     DC/25/03898 – Brent Eleigh Hall – listed building application for repairs and refurbishment to the stable block       
Brent Eleigh PC had no comments to make on this application. NOTED that was no recommendation or decision as yet.
       6.     DC/25/03752 – Barns at Hill Farm – application for change of use / conversion / reconstruction and extension to form 2 residential dwellings

       7.     DC/25/03753 – Barns at Hill Farm – listed building application re above

       Following discussion it was AGREED to make no comment in respect of these applications. NOTED that there was no recommendation or decision as yet.
25.88.02                To consider planning applications received

                              8.     DC/25/04778 – Corner Farm – erection of wall 

                              Brent Eleigh PC recommended approval of this application. No recommendation or decision as yet.

                              9.     DC/25/05307 – 6 Hall Road – work to a tree in the Conservation Area

                              Brent Eleigh PC made no comment in respect of this application. No decision as yet.  

25.88.03                Planning appeal 

                              9.     AP/25/00063 – Wellness Centre, Second Meadow Stables, Brent Eleigh Road, Lavenham 

       It was NOTED that an appeal had been lodged following the refusal of the application (DC/24/04224) by Babergh Council. No decision as yet.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________                              
            25.89                Date of the next Meeting
                              The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on 22 January 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________    
25.90                Chair’s closing remarks
                              The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting    closed at 9.04pm.
APPENDIX 1: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR BRYN HURREN
Firstly, we are finally getting towards the final conclusions of the long drawn-out local government review which has been chugging along for close on a year now.

Both the County and combined Districts’ proposals for the future unitaries for Suffolk are now in before Steve Read, the new communities and LGR minister, for final determination and decision. We are now told that this will be towards the end of March 2026. 

However, we have just been informed that both submissions have been accepted by his department and we are now in a consultation period that ends in mid-January. Both public bodies and individuals are entitled and indeed encouraged to express their feelings and preferred option.

We will then be facing Mayoral elections on the 7 May and we already have 4 political and one independent candidate. More to come I am sure as publicity brings more interest before the window closes. We will then have spring campaigning before the ballot and the result being declared 8/9 May. I presume then they will start work right away to form a Cabinet and shadow authority before unitary elections in May 27. This is not entirely clear yet. [See now Minute 25.81 above for an update on the Mayoral elections announced since the report was drafted.] 
At Babergh/ MidSuffolk, we are constantly striving to bring our housing stock up to date; this is a constant battle due to changing legislation and increasing demands for better standards.

We now have Awaab’s law after the little boy who died from inhalation of mould spores in an affected house, which is now of course unlawful. We of course have some older and in some cases not so old housing stock affected in this way and remedial action is promptly taken.

What is even more concerning is the ever-increasing numbers of homelessness in our region. The numbers have gone up from 91 in 21/22, 123 in 22/23, 136 in 23/34 and more than that this year already by mid-October.  More urban councils also have to watch fume and pollution levels. Terrible problem and an indictment on our modern society.

The 25/26 budget is our priority now, with budget and tax setting at the forefront of our minds. It will be hard once again to keep doing everything we do with limited funds and I am sure we will increase Council tax by 3.00.% which is in line with inflation and keeps us standing still at least and with some increased charges (possibly car parking) we will struggle by for one more year; our cifco investments continue to do well and also our environmental tariffs and power from waste initiatives bring in good monies which should increase as power prices rise more than inflation.

The Babergh growth scheme at Corks Lane is a disaster but not sure how big the hit will be yet.

We will do well to keep the District budget to around 9% of total Council tax as we always strive to do, in real terms this equates to just under £5.00. per week on a Band D property. But we will have the Mayoral budget as well next year which will be eyewatering, although we will lose the PCC precept and have the combined unitary precept in lieu of County and District ones. 

Watch this space as things will change and gather pace as we get nearer to D-day.

Nearer to home, I am aware that Brent Eleigh PC have not put in a bid for a grant from my locality budget yet, I will send you a form once I have a steer as to what your project might be.

Probably the most important task for all PCs, including Boxford at the moment, is to update their Local Neighbourhood plan, if they have one that is.

With increased building numbers required from national government, it is important to engage with the LPA to get the very best we possibly can for our village with increased infrastructure and hopefully some local needs housing to provide local housing for all the villages into the future. This is what the current Joint Local Plan says and I would think and hope that will continue.

Maybe not for Brent Eleigh at the moment but we all need to be planning aware.

APPENDIX 2: REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR ROBERT LINDSAY
Only a few weeks to have your say on new councils for Suffolk

On 19 November, the Government launched its consultation on the two proposals submitted for council reorganisation in Suffolk. Suffolk County Council is proposing one council for the whole county, and the districts and borough submitted a business case proposing three councils, Western Suffolk, Central and Eastern, and Ipswich and Southern Suffolk.  Central government will be making the decision on what model will go ahead sometime next year, so the consultation is a chance to influence their decision.

It closes 11 January 2026, a relatively short time for Suffolk residents to express their preferences. You can find the consultation here: https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation/norfolk-suffolk/
If you want to read through the business cases proposed for the changes, there are links to them on the consultation page above, or they can also be found here:

Three Councils for Suffolk:

https://threecouncilsforsuffolk.org/wp-content/uploads/Three-Councils-For-Suffolk-Case-for-Change-1.pdf
One Suffolk:

https://onesuffolkcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/HI-RES-WEB-FINAL-LGR-BUSINESS-CASE-Compressed.pdf
In terms of councillor numbers, the Conservatives who run Suffolk County are advocating that the current 350 odd councillors across Suffolk comes down to 140, while the districts are talking about a less drastic reduction to about 200. 

Next May 2026 the County council elections (that were postponed from last year) are planned to be held.  At the same time there will be a poll to elect a newly created Mayor of Norfolk and Suffolk. Whoever is elected will take office straight away. All five major political parties (bar, so far, Reform) have now chosen a candidate. [See now Minute 25.82 above for an update on the Mayoral elections announced since the report was drafted.] 
May 2027 – yet another election for “shadow” unitary councillors who will have a year to select a leader and a cabinet, find a headquarters, recruit staff etc before…

May 2028 – County council and Districts are dissolved and the new Unitaries start functioning.
Speed limit reduction criteria

I’ve been asked about a reduction in speed limits on the Brent Eleigh bypass. I have forwarded the County Council’s criteria on speed limit changes for parish councillors to read. Happy to discuss further at the meeting. NB. The County Council do not fund any of these changes, even if they were to approve them. It would be up to the PC and funds from my locality budget to finance it. We are talking five figure sums. If the Parish Council does not like the criteria, I would urge writing to Chris Chambers, the Cabinet Member for Highways strategy. He has ordered a review of criteria to make it easier to obtain 20mph limits, but the review does not include changes for other speed limits I understand, which makes no sense to me.  The review, announced in the summer when I and my group proposed to Full Council a review of the criteria, was supposed to be presented to Cabinet in the “autumn” but it was not on the agenda of the last Cabinet meeting of the year, this week.  
New Project Celebrating Disability

Suffolk Archives has received a grant of £139,107 from the National Lottery Heritage Fund to deliver a new project called Beyond Labels: Celebrating Disability which aims to shine a light on the lives, achievements and challenges of people with disabilities in Suffolk. Beyond Labels will collect and preserve personal stories - as well as the histories of organisations, schools, and charities that support disabled people - to create a record that celebrates disability while sparking conversations about inclusion, accessibility, and equality.

There will be a free public exhibition at The Hold in Ipswich which will run from February to May 2026 to celebrate the stories collected through the project and encourage greater awareness and empathy across Suffolk.

