MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 24 JULY 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 7.30PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)

Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall
Apologies:
Cllr Francesca Scoones

In Attendance:
District Cllr Bryn Hurren 
William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
Item No
Item discussed

25.49                  Chair’s welcome 
                          Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.50
To receive apologies for absence

                            Apologies were received from Cllr Scoones. 
25.51                 Declarations of Interest

25.51.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

25.51.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                                  There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

25.51.03
To receive Declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

25.51.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.52                Minutes of the previous meeting

                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Statutory Annual Meeting held on 15 May 2025 and of the Special Meeting held on 26 June 2025 and sign them as a true and accurate record. 

                         Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Marshall 
25.53                To receive the District Councillor’s report
Cllr Hurren had previously distributed a report which he went through. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 1. Cllr Hurren added, in relation to the local government review, that the joint District Council proposals will be submitted to the Government in September. Mayoral elections will take place on 6 May 2026. In terms of local issues, there had been a complaint from a resident concerning a smell from the sewage treatment plant in Snapes Lane which Cllr Hurren had asked Babergh officers to investigate. Following Cllr Hurren’s report, Cllr Went said he was looking for someone in the village to volunteer to cut the grass on the footpath adjacent to the hedge above Snapes Lane. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.54                To receive the County Councillor’s report

                         No report was received. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.55                To discuss any Village matters
25.55.01                 Bus shelter                         

                               The discussion on the future of the village bus shelter was deferred.
25.55.02                 Speed limit on the A1141 through Brent Eleigh
                               Given that Highways matters are the responsibility of Suffolk County Council, it was AGREED to defer consideration of this Item until Cllr Lindsay can be present.

25.55.03                 Complaint by resident of a smell from the Sewage Treatment works in Snapes Lane 
                               This was covered in Cllr Hurren’s report. Cllr Hurren will arrange for an Environmental Health Officer to make enquiries and he will update the Clerk as to the outcome.   
__________________________________________________________________________________
25.56                To receive a report from the Village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

                         There was nothing new to report.     
__________________________________________________________________________________

25.57                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters

25.57.01                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the updated cashbook, reserves balance and bank reconciliation, together with the current bank statement, which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at 19 July 2025, standing at £5,129.99. From that current balance the following sums are continuing to be held as earmarked reserves:

· £380.34 CIL payment received on 11 October 2021. This has to be expended by October 2026 and applied to a specific project that supports growth. 
· £1,000.00 earmarked for support to the Village Hall.

25.57.02                 Approval / ratification of payments
                               There were no payments to be approved / ratified.                               
25.57.03                 Budget report 
                               The Clerk tabled copies of the budget for 2025/26, updated to reflect (1) the increased payment required by the Information Commissioner this year, and (2) increased provision for the new website and domain hosting required by the new practice requirements.  
25.57.04                To review the Council’s Standing Orders and to agree a revised version
                              The Clerk had previously distributed a draft updated version by email. Changes were required following changes in the Model Standing Orders produced by the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) to Section 14 (Code of Conduct Complaints) and Section 18 (Financial Controls and Procurement). The Section 18 changes were needed to comply with changes to procurement legislation (see Minute 25.57.05 below). Following discussion it was RESOLVED to adopt the updated version.                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                         Seconded by: Cllr Austin    
25.57.05                To review the Council’s Financial Regulations and to agree a revised version.
                              The Clerk had previously distributed a draft updated version by email. Changes were required, following changes in the Model Financial Regulations produced by NALC, to reflect in Section 5, changes made to comply with the Procurement Act 2023 and the Procurement Regulations 2024, which came into force early in 2025. Following discussion it was RESOLVED to adopt the updated version.                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                         Seconded by: Cllr Helms       

___________________________________________________________________________________________________                       25.58                To receive reports from Councillors
                         There were no reports. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
25.59                To receive the Clerk’s report  
25.59.01                Neighbourhood Planning – withdrawal of government funding
                              This is dealt with in the report from Cllr Hurren (see Minute 25.53 above and Appendix 1 below). The impact on Neighbourhood plans was NOTED. 
25.59.02                District-wide Community Governance Review 2025
                              This was NOTED. Brent Eleigh Parish Council has no comments to make.

25.59.03                Digital and data compliance requirements to be met in 2025/26 
                              The Clerk reminded Councillors that before the end of the current financial year, the Council will need to have in place:
· A generic email account hosted on an authority owned domain e.g. clerk@brenteleighpc.gov.uk
· A website that meets all legal requirements including all current accessibility guidelines

· A website that includes published documentation as required by the Freedom of Information Act 2000

· Compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2016 and the Data Protection Act 2018

· An IT policy which explains how Councillors and the Clerk will conduct Council business in a secure and legal way. 

                              He will put proposals before Councillors over the coming months to meet these obligations.     
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.60                Planning issues
25.60.01                To consider updates on planning applications 
                              1.     DC/24/05287 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application for permission to convert steel framed agricultural building into a dwelling using permitted development rights 
                               Planning consent was GRANTED on 30 June 2025. 

2.      DC/24/05288 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application for permission to convert a small timber cart lodge to a 2 bed dwelling

No recommendation or decision as yet. 
3.       DC/24/05367 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application to convert a large timber threshing barn into a 4/5 bed dwelling following removal of 20th century lean to sheds 

Suffolk CC has put in a holding objection because the plans have ignored Footpath 5 and there needs to be satisfactory evidence that the right of way will be protected. Also a holding objection has been raised by Babergh’s heritage Officer requiring further information on the building’s possible relationship to Hawkins Farm and the possibility of curtilage listing. No recommendation or decision as yet.

Councillors NOTED the position on these applications located in Monks Eleigh parish close to the boundary with Brent Eleigh.                                
25.60.02                To consider planning applications received

        None were received.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________        

            25.61                Date of the next Meeting
                              The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on 16 October 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________    
25.62                Chair’s closing remarks
                              The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting    closed at 8.45pm.
APPENDIX 1: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR BRYN HURREN
First of all there has been some progress on the Local Government Review (LGR). While we now have been told that there will now be Mayoral elections across Norfolk and Suffolk on first Thursday of May 26, there has now been some progress on the unitary authorities as well, with all District Councils across Suffolk and Norfolk opting for three unitaries across each county. These proposals are currently going before each DC to be ratified before being presented to government. ( BDC  Last Tuesday Evening.)

One shock within the last spending review was that the monies for Neighbourhood plans were to be scrapped completely, unless one had been started and was in current progress.  BDC has reacted to this by amending the CIL rules to include NP within the remit for village neighbourhood CIL. This means that a revamp for an existing plan is acceptable for grant funding.

The biggest problem in BaberghmidSuffolk is the terrible homelessness that now is upon us and in the villages as well as the more urban areas, the collapse of the private sector rental function is making the situation much worse and everything that the councils have is now full and in a log jam, although the RTB is now at an end, it is 30yrs too late. Also in the long period of LGR it will be impossible for our housing function and councils to trade in the normal way.
Once again we have attracted the tour of Britain cycle race to our region in September; stage one will be in the north of our county, Southwold and down the coast. On the second day it will start in Mid Suffolk at Stowmarket and at some point come through Sudbury via Hadleigh. Should be quite a spectacle, should be many vantage points along the way.
Also to confirm that we are once again running our tree for life scheme for babies born in this calendar year Jan – December 25.

I will be at your meeting to present report and answer any questions you may have.

Have a good meeting.  Bryn.                                                                                  

