MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 23 JANUARY 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 7.30PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)

Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall
Cllr Francesca Scoones

Apologies:
County Cllr Robert Lindsay

In Attendance:
District Cllr Bryn Hurren

William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
Item No
Item discussed

25.01                  Chair’s welcome 
                          Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.02
To receive apologies for absence

                            Apologies were received from County Cllr Lindsay due to a clash of meetings. 
25.03                 Declarations of Interest

25.03.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

25.03.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                                  There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

25.03.03
To receive Declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

25.03.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.04                Minutes of the previous meeting

                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 5 December 2024 and sign them as a true and accurate record. 

                         Proposed by: Cllr Scoones                                    Seconded by: Cllr Austin  
_______________
It was then agreed to defer the District Councillor’s report until later on the Agenda  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

25.05                To receive the County Councillor’s report

                         Cllr Lindsay had distributed a report via email to all Councillors in advance of the meeting. It was NOTED with thanks. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 1. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.06                To discuss any Village matters

                              It was reported that the footpath that goes through Hill Farm (Footpath 3/3X) has been diverted by builders. Cllr Hurren will check with the planners regarding the approval of application DC/24/02302 – the demolition of an existing building and its replacement by a new dwelling. Cllr Went undertook to take some photographs. If it proves necessary the Clerk will liaise with the Rights of Way Team at Suffolk County Council.
__________________________________________________________________________________

25.07                To receive a report from the Village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

                         There was nothing new to report.     
__________________________________________________________________________________

25.08                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters

25.08.01                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the updated cashbook, reserves balance and bank reconciliation, together with the current bank statement, which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at 22 January 2025, standing at £4,606.24. From that current balance the following sum is continuing to be held as an earmarked reserve:

· £380.34 CIL payment received on 11 October 2021. This has to be expended by October 2026 and applied to a specific project that supports growth. 
25.08.02                 Approval / ratification of payments
                               There were no payments to be approved / ratified.                                    
25.08.03                Request for grant aid from GoStart Community Transport to support the 112 bus service                

                              Following a formal request for grant aid from GoStart, it was RESOLVED to make a grant of £200.00. 
                              Proposed by: Cllr Scoones                                    Seconded by: Cllr Helms 

25.08.04                Grant request from Suffolk Accident Rescue Services (SARS)

                              The Clerk reported that a grant request had been received from SARS. Following discussion it was AGREED to NOTE the request.
25.08.05                Grant request from Kernos Centre, Sudbury

                              The Clerk reported that a grant request had been received from the Kernos Centre, Sudbury, which provides psychological and emotional support through counselling, to all who seek it. Following discussion it was AGREED to NOTE the request.  
25.08.06                Use of CIL receipts held as earmarked reserve

                              The Council holds CIL monies which have to be expended by October 2026 (see Minute 25.08.01 above).

                              Given the modest size of the receipts held and no immediate prospect of receiving any further funds of any substance, Councillors AGREED to allocate the monies to improvements to Town Hill; detailed decisions to be finalised at future meetings.    
25.08.07                Consideration of bid to District Councillor’s Locality Budget 

                              In view of the obviously inadequate arrangements to heat the Village Hall in the coldest months, it was AGREED to make a bid to Cllr Hurren’s Locality Budget for the cost of providing oil filled radiators to supplement the present arrangements. Cllr Marshall undertook to research the most suitable products and submit a bid. 
25.08.08                To agree the budget for 2025/26

Copies of the updated budget report were provided to Members as part of their financial information packs. This showed the updated budget position for 2024/25 together with a draft budget for 2025/26 based on the current precept. It was AGREED to accept this report as a basis for further discussion on the level of precept to be claimed.
25.08.09                 To agree the Precept for 2025/26  
                               The Clerk advised Members that the Council’s precept requirement has to be notified to Babergh by 31 January 2025. The taxbase for Brent Eleigh has increased by 13.1% in the last year so that retaining the same requirement in 2025/26 (£3,000) would cost a Band D home a reduction of 11.61%. The Clerk provided Councillors with a range of options as follows:

· Retain £3,000 which would cost a Band D home £29.69 – a reduction of 11.61% 
· Request £3,200 which would cost a Band D home £31.67 – a reduction of 5.72%

· Request £3,400 which would cost a Band D home £33.65 – an increase of 0.18%

· Request £3,600 which would cost a Band D home £35.63 – an increase of 6.07%                                    
Following discussion it was RESOLVED to request a precept of £3,400 for the council year 2025/26.
                              Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Scoones 
25.08.10                To consider a draft policy on equality and diversity, including on discrimination and harassment
                              The Clerk had previously distributed a draft policy document on the above which aimed to reflect the requirements both of the latest guidance from the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) on equality and diversity, and also the recently published guidance from ACAS on the new duty to prevent sexual harassment under the 2023 legislation. The aim is to publish a commitment to these standards in a way proportionate to a very small organisation. Following discussion it was RESOLVED to agree the text of the draft document and add it to the suite of the Council’s published policies.

                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Austin

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
                               It was then agreed to receive the District Councillor’s report and proceed with the remainder of the Agenda
25.09                To receive the District Councillor’s report
                               Cllr Hurren had previously distributed a report which he went through. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 2. In relation to a bid for funds from Cllr Hurren’s Locality Budget this was dealt with in Minute 25.08.07 above. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________                       25.10                To receive reports from Councillors
25.10.01                 Query from member of the public  

                               Cllr Went mentioned that he had received a query from a member of the public concerning the Conservation Area which he would pass on to the clerk to respond.
25.10.02                 Condition of Tye Road near to junction with Hall Road

                               It was reported that the end of Tye Road close to the Hall Road junction was flooded quite badly. The Clerk said he would investigate and contact Highways using the reporting tool.   
__________________________________________________________________________________
25.11                To receive the Clerk’s report  
25.11.01                Local government reorganisation - update
                              This was dealt with in the reports from Cllr Lindsay and Cllr Hurren (see Minute 25.05 and Minute 25.09 above). 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.12                Planning issues
25.12.01                Local Plan update

                              The Clerk had previously distributed an email from the Babergh / Mid-Suffolk Acting Director of Planning informing that the Government’s new national housing requirements will require Babergh to increase its housebuilding by 86% (from 416 to 775 homes) a year, and Mid-Suffolk by 37% (from 535 to 734 homes) a year. In order to be able to demonstrate a five-year land supply to avoid the risk that national policies on sustainable development rather than the Council’s local plan will take priority, Babergh / Mid-Suffolk will urgently formally review the Joint Local Plan. A timetable for this will be brought to the Council in February. In this context it is worth noting that, as at 31 March 2024, Babergh had a total of 4,263 dwellings with outstanding planning permission and Mid-Suffolk 6,656.  
25.12.02                To consider updates on planning applications 
                              1.     DC/24/05287 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application for permission to convert steel framed agricultural building into a dwelling using permitted development rights 
                               No recommendation or decision as yet. 

2.      DC/24/05288 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application for permission to convert a small timber cart lodge to a 2 bed dwelling

No recommendation or decision as yet. 
3.       DC/24/05367 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application to convert a large timber threshing barn into a 4/5 bed dwelling following removal of 20th century lean to sheds 

Suffolk CC has put in a holding objection because the plans have ignored Footpath 5 and there needs to be satisfactory evidence that the right of way will be protected. No recommendation or decision as yet.

Councillors discussed these 3 applications, their being located in Monks Eleigh parish close to the boundary with Brent Eleigh. They were NOTED.
                               4.      DC/24/04224 – OUT – Wellness Centre at Second Meadow Stables, Brent Eleigh Road

                               Councillors have previously considered a revised application in respect of this proposal and recommended refusal on the following grounds:

· The proposed development is neither located within the settlement boundary of Lavenham nor is in accordance with the Lavenham Neighbourhood Plan; nor does it meet any of the policy exceptions which allow for development in such a location.

· The site does not meet the Joint Local Plan requirements in relation to safe, sustainable and active transport.

· The site lies within Flood Zones 2 and 3 and is at high risk of flooding. It is important to ensure that there is no net loss of on-site flood plain storage which could impact downstream. Possible levels of flooding suggest that the application does not meet the requirements of both the NPPF and the Local Plan in terms of making the development safe from flooding in its lifetime. 

The Clerk sent a detailed response to Babergh on this basis on 16 October. On the same date the Environment Agency wrote to Babergh recommending refusal on the grounds that the proposal as framed did not ensure there will be no loss of flood storage capacity on site. However, on 7 January 2025, following the submission of additional information relating to the “possible and achievable flood compensation” storage on site, the Agency has removed its objection. No recommendation or decision has yet been made. The position was NOTED.     
25.12.03                To consider planning applications received

        None were received.
            __________________________________________________________________________________________________
            12.13                Date of next meeting
    The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on 20 March 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________    
12.14                Chair’s closing remarks
                              The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting    closed at 9.15pm.
APPENDIX 1: REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR ROBERT LINDSAY
Conservative/Labour vote to centralise local government   

 At the County Council’s extraordinary general meeting 9th January, Conservative and Labour councillors voted in favour of fast tracking a massive reorganisation of local government. This involves the scrapping of district councils and the imposition of a single, elected Norfolk/Suffolk mayor with wide ranging planning powers. The County is also asking the Labour government to scrap the scheduled May 2025 County Council election with County Councillors serving an extra two to three years before having to seek re-election to a new unitary authority of unknown size or shape.

Although this has been tagged “devolution” I see this as centralisation of powers away from local councils into the hands of a single mayor and much larger local authorities under the mayor of around between 300k to 500k people. The mayor will be easily controlled by central government which can give or withhold funds to the mayor as it likes. The Green, LD and independent group voted against the proposals but the Conservatives have a majority on the County Council.

Free home survey to find out how best to stop heat leaks from your home 

Suffolk Public Sector Leaders are offering home owners a free or discounted “retrofit” assessment. The only criteria is that your home’s Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) band must be below C. 

You can apply online at suffolkenergyassessment.co.uk  

You can check your home’s EPC on gov.uk/find-energy-certificate.

The approved retrofit assessor will identify the best measures for your home, e.g. insulation, draft proofing, ventilation repairs, heat pumps or solar panels. They will also give you a costbenefit analysis of any measure recommended.

It is free if your property is smaller than 98m2 There is a maximum fee of £30 for larger homes.

Loft Insulation Offer for Suffolk Residents

For the second year running, Suffolk’s Public Sector Leaders are providing funding to help Suffolk residents make their homes warmer and save money on their energy bills by providing discounted loft insulation - an uninsulated home can lose up to a quarter of its heat through its roof. The Suffolk Loft Insulation Offer enables homeowners in Suffolk to receive a 50% discount (up to £200) and free delivery on orders of 200mm or 370mm wide eco-friendly thermal insulation rolls from High Loft, the UK's leading eco loft insulation brand. Last year, the project enabled the insulation of over 5,000m² of roofs in Suffolk, and this year the Suffolk Climate Change Partnership wants to double that figure. The offer is open to anyone in Suffolk and will only close once the allocated funding has been spent. Visit https://highloft.co.uk/pages/suffolk-council-200-loft-insulation-contribution and fill in the form to receive your discount code.  
£15k offer for home energy efficiency loan opens.

The Council’s new £3m fund for interest-free loans to residents wishing to undertake home energy efficiency upgrades that was mentioned in last month’s parish report is now active, and applications can now be made at https://www.lendology.org.uk/warm-home-suffolk-loan. Energy efficiency upgrades such as insulation, solar panels, batteries, glazing, or heat pumps are possible with loans from £2,000 to £15,000 to be repaid over a maximum of seven years at 0% interest

APPENDIX 2: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR BRYN HURREN

Firstly the thorny issue of devolution and the possibility of unitary councils across Suffolk.

The government has expressed a wish for this to happen and has invited Suffolk councils to come up with a preferred model to enable this massive change to our local government, otherwise it seems it will be imposed upon us forthwith. 

It seems it is likely to be a version of one Suffolk with both the County and Districts being replaced by one authority in spring 2026 but a long way to go with this yet. I personally feel that the residents would be better served by a smaller split across our county, say 2 unitary councils.

It is important that we lose the overlap and confusion from local government but still represent and work hard for every individual throughout our whole region, whatever that turns out to be.

Despite my misgivings, it seems we are to be plunged into a mayoral system across two counties with a separate entourage of staff and its own huge budget which will negate any savings made and impose more political claptrap which will maybe get in the way of good decision making.

The District Councils are due to have simultaneous meetings on 10th February to decide if we wish to go jointly forward with others to be part of this massive change in Local Government.

Happy to report that the Primrose Wood footpath in Boxford was made available before the holidays and we now have a clear strategy to enact the handing of the amenity land across to the Woodland Trust with full access for maintenance vehicles and pedestrian access as well.

It is very hard to enforce planning matters now, due to lack of meaningful access to court time and long process’s for anything to happen but carrot, stick and strong talking seems to have worked here and long may that continue.

So happy to have been able to support the bid from the PC and the Natural Boxford group with a grant towards expenses to set up and publicise the retain the heat initiative across Boxford village and the immediate area. I hope the take up is good and volunteers are kept busy with lots of requests for home visits. This was also tried in Monks Eleigh with good results.

Sadly, and wrongly in my view, blanket car parking charges have been introduced across the District to charge for short stay as well as long term stay parking in the Babergh owned car parks. This is regrettable as well as short sighted in my view as it will cut down on the churn of customers who just want to pop in to pick up supplies or services.

Our late appeal to the government to zero rate the business rates of just over £300,000 on our car parks of course fell on deaf ears and they continue to rake the money in at our expense.

With the release of the government’s house building targets BaberghMidSuffolk has made the decision to revisit our joint local plan with some urgency and immediate effect. With some 1,500 homes now being needed across the joint district per year, we will have to bring forward some new sites quicker than anticipated and encourage a big uplift in affordable homes.

While I feel this is doable for the length of this parliament, any longer will be difficult as land supply will become scarce and harder to find under current designation.

Also can materials be manufactured and craftsmen employed to carry out this massive uplift.

While the national growth picture remains slow and sluggish, we here in BMS are seeing some very green shoots emerging, with quite a few business planning applications, mainly for leisure, entertainment and tourist businesses, but then a job is a job I think.

We have locally here the application at Perrywoods and for the Nethergate Brewery expansion at Long Melford, which will bring in employment opportunities, along with the cocoa factory at Glemsford. Also trying to engage and discuss planning matters with the new owners of the old Lucas C.A.V./Delphi site in Sudbury. 

Just a gentle reminder that you are entitled to bid for around £200.00 from my locality budget. I have had contact with grants team and have forms ready for you now.

I will endeavor to get to you on Thursday evening, soonest.   Bryn.

