MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 22 JANUARY 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 7.30PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)
Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall

Cllr Francesca Scoones

Apologies:
County Cllr Robert Lindsay

In Attendance:
District Cllr Bryn Hurren 
William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
Item No
Item discussed

26.01                  Chair’s welcome 
                          Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
26.02
To receive apologies for absence

                            Apologies were received from County Cllr Robert Lindsay.  
26.03                 Declarations of Interest

26.03.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

26.03.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                                  There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

26.03.03
To receive Declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

26.03.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
26.04                Minutes of the previous meeting

                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 4 December 2025 and sign them as a true and accurate record. 

                         Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Went 
26.05                To receive the District Councillor’s report
Cllr Hurren had previously distributed a report which he went through. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 1. In relation to the proposed domestic rubbish collection changes, Cllr Hurren clarified that this was likely to take effect from June, and residents will receive an information package via the Royal Mail in advance. The new arrangements will consist of a 3 bin, 3 week system to include glass recycling; bulk glass recycling from existing community sites will be phased out over 2 years. 
Cllr Hurren also advised that he would contribute to the cost of two additional heaters and heavy curtains for the kitchen door from his locality budget.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
26.06                To receive the County Councillor’s report

                              Cllr Lindsay had previously distributed a report via email to all Councillors in advance of the meeting. It was taken as read and no comments were raised by Councillors. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 2. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
26.07                To discuss any Village matters
26.07.01                 Condition of Clay Lane
                               Cllr Marshall reported that the Lavenham end is in a very bad overall condition and the Brent Eleigh side has been adversely affected by the traffic associated with pheasant shooting. She will email photographs to the Clerk and Cllr Hurren who undertook to liaise with the District Councillor for Lavenham and Lavenham Parish Council.
26.07.02                 Cundys Lane
                               It was reported that waste from manure has been running down Cundys Lane. Cllr Marshall has contacted the person responsible who has promised to sort out the problem. The same issue is also apparently affecting a part of Cock Lane.  

26.07.03                 Trees at Brent Eleigh Hall
                               Concern has been expressed in the village about the overhead electricity transmission lines along Hall Road being caught up in the tree cover in the grounds of Brent Eleigh Hall. The Clerk will contact UKPN to see what can be done to avoid / mitigate the risk of loss of power to the village in bad weather.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
26.08                To receive a report from the Village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

                         Cllr Went reported that there had been burglaries and van break-ins reported in Lavenham.     
__________________________________________________________________________________

26.09                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters

26.09.01                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the updated cashbook, reserves balance and bank reconciliation, together with the current bank statement, which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at 29 December 2025, standing at £5,788.53. From that current balance the following sums are continuing to be held as earmarked reserves:

· £380.34 CIL payment received on 11 October 2021. This has to be expended by October 2026 and applied to a specific project that supports growth. 
· £1,000.00 earmarked for support to the Village Hall.

26.09.02                 Approval / ratification of payments and use of CIL receipts
                               It was RESOLVED to authorise payment and make provision as follows:
·    Make payment of £1,000.00 from the General Fund to the Village Hall Committee.
·    Use the earmarked CIL reserve of £380.34 towards the purchase of thermal curtains to make the Hall more useable in winter. Cllr Marshall to obtain quotes.                
· Make provision for the cost of a new website and email service and authorise the Clerk to initiate payment accordingly following a decision (see Minute 26.11.01 below for details).        
                               Proposed by: Cllr Went                                         Seconded by: Cllr Scoones                                            
26.09.03                 To agree the budget for 2026/27
 Copies of the updated budget report were provided to Members as part of their financial information packs. This showed the updated budget position for 2025/26 together with a draft budget for 2026/27 based on the current precept. It was AGREED to accept this report as a basis for further discussion on the level of precept to be claimed.  
26.09.04                 To agree the Precept for 202/27 
                               The Clerk advised Members that the Council’s precept requirement has to be notified to Babergh by 31 January 2026. The taxbase for Brent Eleigh has decreased by 7.4% in the last year so that claiming the same amount in 2026/27 (£3,400) would cost a Band D home an increase of 7.97%. Councillors considered the following options:

· Retain £3,400 which would cost a Band D home £36.33 – an increase of 7.97%
· Request £3,500 which would cost a Band D home £37.40 – an increase of 11.15%

· Request £3,600 which would cost a Band D home £38.47 – an increase of 14.32%.

Following discussion it was RESOLVED to request a precept of £3,600 for the council year 2026/27. 

Proposed by: Cllr Went                                         Seconded by: Cllr Scoones                             
26.09.05                Grant request from Communities Together East Anglia 
                              The Clerk reported receipt of a request from the above organisation for support. It was AGREED to NOTE
                              the request. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________                       26.10                To receive reports from Councillors
                               It was reported that dead parts of trees on Town Hill had been removed. 
__________________________________________________________________________________
26.11                To receive the Clerk’s report  
26.11.01                Digital and data compliance requirements to be met – new website, email and domain
                              As agreed at the Council meeting on 4 December 2025, the Clerk had made enquiries of both Aubergine and Parish Online to obtain a bespoke quote from each for provision of a purpose-built compliant website and email service with a .gov.uk domain. No response was received from Aubergine, but in terms of cost the quote from Parish Online is cheaper than the published figures on the Aubergine website. Prior to the meeting the Clerk had distributed to all Councillors a report setting out the Parish Online proposals in full.  He went through the report in detail and, following discussion, it was RESOLVED to accept the quote from Parish Online as follows:

·  For a subscription of £300 pa (£200 for the first year taking advantage of the £100 reduction if moving to a .gov.uk domain) providing a website to Government design standards, email service for up to 20 mailboxes, as well as the all-important .gov.uk domain. 

· Additionally, following further discussion, it was AGREED to pay for optional additional storage on the Clerk’s email account.
    Overall the first year cost would be well under £300, about 50% of the published cost of a subscription to Aubergine for the first year. The Clerk was authorised to go ahead to make arrangements to purchase the service.  
                              Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Went                        
26.11.02                New Electoral Register
                              The Clerk reported that he had received a copy of the new electoral register for Brent Eleigh with effect from 1 December 2025. There are now 155 on the electoral roll.
26.11.03                Section 137 expenditure limit for 2026/27

                              The Clerk advised that the appropriate sum for the purposes of s137(4)(a) Local Government Act 1972 for 2026/27 is £11.60 per elector. This sum, multiplied by the number of electors would yield £1,798. This provision enables the Council to spend up to that ceiling on purposes for which no other statutory power exists.
26.11.04                Changes to procurement thresholds set out in the Procurement Act 2023
                              These changed with effect from 1 January 2026. The thresholds themselves are irrelevant to Brent Eleigh (£207,720 for goods / services and £5,193,000 for public works contracts) and no changes are required to the Council’s Financial Regulations.
26.11.05                Suffolk bus improvement plan

                              The Clerk reported an email received from a representative of Transport Made Simple Group (which operates Konnectbuses’ and Simonds’ routes in Suffolk) inviting ideas from parishes on service improvements. The following link provides information about the plan and how to apply for grant funding:

                               https://www.suffolkonboard.com/bus-service-improvement-plan-where-should-the-money-be-spent/
                               Following discussion it was AGREED to ask Cllr Lindsay to give an update at the next meeting on the current position as far as Suffolk County Council is concerned. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

26.12                Planning issues
26.12.01                To consider updates on planning applications 
                              1.      DC/24/05288 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application for permission to convert a small timber cart lodge to a 2 bed dwelling

No recommendation or decision as yet. 
2.     DC/24/05367 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application to convert a large timber threshing barn into a 4/5 bed dwelling following removal of 20th century lean to sheds 

Initial objection from Babergh Heritage team had been withdrawn but no recommendation or decision as yet.

Councillors NOTED the position on these applications located in Monks Eleigh parish close to the boundary with Brent Eleigh. 
3.     DC/25/03898 – Brent Eleigh Hall – listed building application for repairs and refurbishment to the stable block       
Brent Eleigh PC had no comments to make on this application. NOTED that was no recommendation or decision as yet.
       4.     DC/25/03752 – Barns at Hill Farm – application for change of use / conversion / reconstruction and extension to form 2 residential dwellings

       5.     DC/25/03753 – Barns at Hill Farm – listed building application re above

       Brent Eleigh PC had no comments to make in respect of these applications. NOTED that there were no recommendation or decisions as yet.
                              6.     DC/25/04778 – Corner Farm – erection of wall 

                              Brent Eleigh PC recommended approval of this application. No recommendation or decision as yet.

                              7.     DC/25/05307 – 6 Hall Road – works to a tree in the Conservation Area

                              Brent Eleigh PC made no comment in respect of this application. Planning consent was GRANTED on 8 January 2026.
26.12.02                To consider planning applications received
                              8.     DC/25/05530 – Hill Farm – application to convert existing stable buildings to a dwelling    

                              Brent Eleigh PC made no comments in respect of this application. No recommendation or decision as yet.

                              9.     DC/25/05619 – Corner Farm – listed building application for through floor lift
                              Brent Eleigh PC made no comments in respect of this application. No recommendation or decision as yet.

                              10.   DC/26/00044 – Corner Farm – listed building application (retrospective) for erection of close-boarded fence
                              Brent Eleigh PC made no comments in respect of this application. No recommendation or decision as yet.
26.12.03                Planning appeal 

                              11.   AP/25/00063 – Wellness Centre, Second Meadow Stables, Brent Eleigh Road, Lavenham 

       It was NOTED that an appeal had been lodged following the refusal of the application (DC/24/04224) by Babergh Council. No decision as yet.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________                              
            26.13                Date of the next Meeting
                              The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on 12 March 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________    
26.14                Chair’s closing remarks
                              The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting    closed at 9.01pm.
APPENDIX 1: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR BRYN HURREN
Firstly the news that the proposed mayoral elections scheduled for May 2026 have been postponed until May 2028 to allow the government time to make the necessary changes through parliamentary legislation.                                                                                                                     Given that this is now the case, we should now revert back to normal schedule of County and PCC elections but as the government has also written to the County Council giving them an option of postponing them for a further two years, hence never again, it is quite understandable that sincere concern is being raised, especially by myself, seven years without a public vote is not democratic.
The second item that needs attention is the BDC call for sites; this is an attempt to match in with the national ambition to have the biggest housebuilding targets ever seen, we have at least moved on from the Build, Build, Build anything anywhere scenario of 5 -6 yrs ago to a more planned and focussed effort to put needed dwellings on semi brown field sites and as part of now recognised settlements. I will try quickly to explain tonight how and if it might effect Brent Eleigh.
Given that BMS is now likely to be in existence for more years than we thought, we have to concentrate on setting a budget to take us through next year and possibly two more years after that. We have no usable reserves any more to use to prop up the general fund without going below the recommended limit to cover emergencies, but we may well do that anyway. Good news is that the government has given all local councils a lump sum in recognition of the fact that we are now not able to carry out even statutory duties on existing budgets. This will help but expect an in-line with inflation increase of around 2.9% from Babergh, along with a raising of parking charges. Coupled with much higher increases from everyone else we collect for, I expect the overall Council Tax to rise by about 5% overall. However we are determined to keep the Babergh charges to under £5.00. per week for band D property which we continue to do. 
Also a gentle reminder that we are accepting late bids for our Tree for Live initiative. Applications for the 25/26 calendar year will be accepted up until the end of January 2026.
Also as is now being publicised, the collection of rubbish and recycling materials will be changed to accept glass, food waste and other compostable materials as instructed by national government. This is due to happen in May/June this year and I will be posting in BRN and all other channels from now on.
I have posted off your application for funds from my locality budget which I expect soon.

Hope to see you all this evening.  Stay safe and well.  Bryn. 

APPENDIX 2: REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR ROBERT LINDSAY

Parish councils asked to bid for share of £27m bus investment in Suffolk

Suffolk has now been awarded £27m of funding for bus services from the government’s Local Authority Bus Grant (LABG), and parish councils are again being asked to bid for extra services/new routes/infrastructure.  

Predeccessor bids in the previous year from Lavenham PC won extra services on the 753 (now 43 I believe) between Bury and Sudbury, stopping in Cockfield and there is due to be new daily service in April at peak times between Hadleigh and Stowmarket thanks to bids from Bildeston, Hitcham and Gt Finborough PCs.

 https://www.suffolkonboard.com/
…and Sustainable Travel

The Council has also been awarded just over £12m from Active Travel England to promote sustainable travel in the county. This can be used to invest in footpaths, cycle lanes and other infrastructure. Examples of this could include new pavements, road crossings, or better surfacing of off-road footpaths/bridleways. 
20mph limits

The County’s cabinet on Friday 9th Jan approved a new set of rules over 20mph limits, which should make it easier for communities to get approval for them. The only criterion which must now be met is the level of average speed.  Average speeds below 28mph – signs only scheme allowed. Average speed 28 – 32mph – gateway signing and “traffic calming throughout the area” though this may not mean anything expensive, just more signs and lines. Above 32mph road humps, cushions, buildouts, chicanes required. 
However communities must still fund the schemes once they are approved. And the rules have not been simplified for speed limit reductions to anything higher than 20mph (e.g.60mph down to 40mph). There is also an added requirement for parish councils to show that communities want the scheme. 
County Conservatives seek to cancel elections this May  
On 12 January, the County Council held an emergency meeting to debate whether to delay County Council elections, due this May, for the second year running. I and my political group (Green, LibDem, Independent) spoke against delaying the election. The Conservatives claimed they were not making a decision but they voted to write to the minister to say they had capacity issues. The minister had appeared to indicate that councils telling her this will be allowed to scrap their May elections. But there is now a legal challenge to the government’s delay plan and it is not clear whether they will be cancelled. since neither Government nor local Conservatives appear to want to take the blame for cancellation.  

Legally, a delay can be only 12 months, (to May 2027). But if postponement happens, the Government is expected to eventually cancel the county council elections altogether since the county will be dissolved in May 2028.

The new election timetable (subject to no more last minute Government decisions) will be:

May 2027 “shadow” unitary council elections

May 2028 Norfolk/Suffolk Mayor elections – Suffolk County and Babergh District dissolved, unitary councils start.
More Warm Homes Grants funding

Residents and landlords are urged to apply quickly for £1.38million in Warm Homes Local Grant funding secured at the end of November last year as the funding must be allocated by the end of March 2026.

It is only available to those with household income at or below £36k pa. and homes with an EPC below C. (you can find this out when you apply). 

You can find out more and apply using this link: https://www.warmhomessuffolk.org/
Winter Warmth Packs

In addition, Suffolk County Council and East Suffolk council have teamed up to provide Winter Warmth Packs to help vulnerable residents stay warm and healthy at home even if they are struggling with rising living costs. Referrals are via community groups, food banks, GP surgeries or hospitals and each pack includes items such as thermal hats, gloves, blankets and gilets, tailored as necessary – for example, children’s winter coats can be included. Although the Warm Homes Healthy People programme is delivered by East Suffolk Council, it is a county-wide programme.

