MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 20 MARCH 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 7.30PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)

Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Karen Marshall
Apologies:
Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Francesca Scoones

County Cllr Robert Lindsay

In Attendance:
District Cllr Bryn Hurren (part)
William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
Item No
Item discussed

25.15                  Chair’s welcome 
                          Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.16
To receive apologies for absence

                            Apologies were received from Cllr Helms and Cllr Scoones; also from County Cllr Lindsay due to a clash of meetings. 
25.17                 Declarations of Interest

25.17.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

25.17.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                                  There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

25.17.03
To receive Declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

25.17.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.18                Minutes of the previous meeting

                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 23 January 2025 and sign them as a true and accurate record. 

                         Proposed by: Cllr Marshall                                     Seconded by: Cllr Austin  
_______________
It was then agreed to defer the District Councillor’s report until later on the Agenda  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

25.19                To receive the County Councillor’s report

                         Cllr Lindsay had distributed a report via email to all Councillors in advance of the meeting which the Clerk read out to the meeting. It was NOTED with thanks. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 1. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.20                To discuss any Village matters

                              It was reported that the village litter pick was carried out on 15 March. Turnout by villagers was good and their commitment appreciated but the Chair felt that greater participation by younger residents would be welcomed. Although reported to Babergh Council, the collected bags were still awaiting collection outside the Village Hall at the date of the Council meeting.  
__________________________________________________________________________________

25.21                To receive a report from the Village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

                         There was nothing new to report.     
__________________________________________________________________________________

25.22                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters

25.22.01                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the updated cashbook, reserves balance and bank reconciliation, together with the current bank statement, which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at 17 March 2025, standing at £4,401.99. From that current balance the following sum is continuing to be held as an earmarked reserve:

· £380.34 CIL payment received on 11 October 2021. This has to be expended by October 2026 and applied to a specific project that supports growth. 
                               [At the Ordinary meeting of the Council held on 23 January it had been agreed to allocate this sum to     improvements to Town Hill.] 

25.22.02                 Approval / ratification of payments
                               There were no payments to be approved / ratified. The Clerk reported that he was awaiting invoices from SALC in respect of payroll costs for the 2024/25 year and also advice on the payroll / tax payments due at 31 March. These were all expected prior to year end and as they are due and budgeted for, it was RESOLVED to pay such amounts prior to 31 March. 
                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Marshall                                     
25.22.03                To review the outturn for 2024/25 and confirm the budget for 2025/26 
                              Updated budgets for 2024/25 and 2025/26 had been distributed to Members prior to the meeting and the Clerk tabled copies as well. The budget for 2025/26 is based on the precept of £3,400 as set at the January meeting. The Clerk advised that the projected carried forward balance will be in the order of £3,900, so with the £3,400 precept resources available for the next financial year will amount to approximately £7,300. Payments provisionally budgeted for next year amount to £3,182, and include a grant of £1k to the Village Hall and a £200 grant to GoStart Community Transport. The projected outturn for the current year was NOTED and it was RESOLVED to confirm the budget for 2025/26  
                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Austin
25.22.04                Grant request from Brave Futures
                              The Clerk reported that a grant request had been received from Brave Futures, an independent regional  charity providing a specialist support service for children and young people who have experienced sexual abuse. Following discussion it was AGREED to NOTE the request.
25.22.05                To review reserves and consider moving funds into earmarked reserves
                              Given the size of the Council’s carry forward balance at year end, the Clerk recommended that Members consider transfer of £1k into an earmarked reserve for support to the Village Hall.                                                              Following discussion it was RESOLVED to make such a transfer before 31 March.                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Marshall  
25.22.06                External audit arrangements for year end 31 March 2025 and timetable 

                              The Clerk reported that nothing had yet been received from the External Auditor in terms of requirements or timetable.  
25.22.07                Section 137 expenditure limit for 2025/26
                              The Clerk advised that the appropriate sum for the purposes of s137(4)(a) Local Government Act 1972 for 2025/26 is £11.10. This sum, multiplied by the number of electors (156), would yield £1,731.60. This provision enables the Council to spend up to that ceiling on purposes for which no other statutory power exists.           
___________________________________________________________________________________________________                       25.23                To receive reports from Councillors
25.23.01                 Hill Farm footpath issue - update  

                               Cllr Went and Cllr Marshall had visited the site. They confirmed that the footpath is accessible through from Cock Lane.  
25.23.02                 Bid for funds for Village Hall heating – update

                               Cllr Marshall reported that funds from Cllr Hurren’s Locality budget have enabled the purchase of two large heaters and one small one. Cllr Hurren was thanked for his help with this.    
__________________________________________________________________________________
25.24                To receive the Clerk’s report  
25.24.01                Local government reorganisation - update
                              This is dealt with in the reports from Cllr Lindsay and Cllr Hurren (see Minute 25.19 above and Minute 25.26 below). There is a Government consultation open until 13 April.
25.24.02                Planning and Infrastructure Bill 2025

                              The Clerk informed Councillors that there is a provision in the Planning and Infrastructure Bill, introduced to Parliament on 11 March, to enable forced land sales to parish / town councils without hope value (value attributed to the prospect of planning permission) where a council is using compulsory purchase powers to deliver affordable or social housing provision. Whilst not likely to be relevant to Brent Eleigh, the aim is to increase the viability of such schemes by enabling acquisition of land at existing use value, where it may be justified in the public interest.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.25                Planning issues
25.25.01                Joint Local Plan Review – update

                              The Clerk brought Members up to date on the actions taken by Babergh in the light of the revised targets for housebuilding imposed by the Government. Babergh decided not to continue with the Local Plan Part 2 Development Plan document, but to produce a full Local Plan Review document under the provisions of the new plan-making system. This will set out the strategy for guiding development up to 2044 and will replace the Joint Local Development Scheme adopted in November 2023.  
25.25.02                To consider updates on planning applications 
                              1.     DC/24/05287 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application for permission to convert steel framed agricultural building into a dwelling using permitted development rights 
                               No recommendation or decision as yet. 

2.      DC/24/05288 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application for permission to convert a small timber cart lodge to a 2 bed dwelling

No recommendation or decision as yet. 
3.       DC/24/05367 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application to convert a large timber threshing barn into a 4/5 bed dwelling following removal of 20th century lean to sheds 

Suffolk CC has put in a holding objection because the plans have ignored Footpath 5 and there needs to be satisfactory evidence that the right of way will be protected. No recommendation or decision as yet.

Councillors NOTED the position on these applications located in Monks Eleigh parish close to the boundary with Brent Eleigh. 
                               4.      DC/24/04224 – OUT – Wellness Centre at Second Meadow Stables, Brent Eleigh Road

                               This outline application, which Brent Eleigh Council objected to, has been REFUSED on 19 March 2025. Reasons for refusal were failure to meet the requirements of the Local Plan in terms of development outside settlement boundaries, nor being in accordance with any exceptions thereto either under Council policies or the National Planning Policy Framework, or made Neighbourhood Plan; also access proposed is considered neither safe nor suitable.
                               5.    DC/25/00576 – Hedgerows Farm Bungalow – application for a lawful development certificate for existing use
                              No recommendation or decision as yet.     
25.25.03                To consider planning applications received

        None were received.
25.25.04                Statement of Community Involvement survey
                              Babergh is consulting on a proposal to stop sending neighbour letters for certain types of planning application; i.e.for developments of between 1 and 9 homes, householder applications for extensions etc., others including listed building consents and changes of use. Notices will still be placed on site. The consultation runs from 17 March to 12 May. Following discussion it was AGREED not to make a response.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

                               It was then agreed to receive the District Councillor’s report and proceed with the remainder of the Agenda
25.26                To receive the District Councillor’s report

                               Cllr Hurren had previously distributed a report which he went through. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 2. In reference to the meeting held by Babergh earlier on 20 March, Cllr Hurren confirmed that the District Council’s preference is for 3 unitary authorities across Suffolk. Regarding local issues, Boxford surgery is to be closed. Cllr Hurren reported that he had asked the relevant Planning Officer to provide information regarding the footpath at Hill Farm, as to whether the current route follows the correct one. He also added that he was pleased to be able to provide the funds to enable an improved level of heating in the Village Hall. Cllr Went raised the matter of the rubbish from the litter pick the previous Saturday still awaiting collection by Babergh at the Village Hall. Cllr Hurren said Monks Eleigh had the same problem and he would chase up Public Realm accordingly. Picked up during the litter pick was a metal frame for road closure type notices. As these are seemingly routinely abandoned after use, Cllr Went said he would email Cllr Lindsay to see if Highways could ensure that they are collected after use.    
            __________________________________________________________________________________________________
            25.27                Date of Annual Parish Meeting & Statutory Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
                                    The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 8 May 2025 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall followed at 8.00pm by the Statutory Annual meeting of the Parish Council.  
                                           {NOTE: This date was subsequently altered to 15 May (same times) to avoid any clash with VE Day commemorations.}  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________    
25.28                Chair’s closing remarks
                              The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting    closed at 9.10pm.
APPENDIX 1: REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR ROBERT LINDSAY
Local Government centralisation

Suffolk’s councils have now been accepted into the Government’s “fast track” scheme for merging councils into “unitaries” and creating a mega Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk combined. The councils have until March 21st to come up with submissions for how many unitary councils they want in Suffolk – so the Government has allowed no time for them to consult with public before submitting. 

The County has said it wants one, the Districts are likely to go for two or three.   

The Government is insisting that new councils must have a minimum of 500k people, which doesn’t go into 780k Suffolk population. 

Personally I believe that the financial and democratic costs of rejigging existing local government on this scale outweighs any optimistic financial savings that the Conservative county council administration and the Labour government is relying on. Increasing the size of councils and giving much of their powers to a new higher tier mayor will erode local accountability and democracy. But the Government is forcing this on to every council in the country so there is little we can do but try to get the best deal we can. 

The current Government proposed time table of elections:
May 2026 Postponed Suffolk County Council elections, using new divisional boundaries, County councillors will serve for only two years; (some doubt over whether this election will happen at all.)

May 2026 Election for Mayor of Norfolk and Suffolk

May 2027 Elections for parish councils and for “shadow” unitary councillors.

May 2028 Suffolk County and Babergh District Councils will dissolve, new unitary council(s) will commence.

The Government has launched a public consultation on its proposals to create a Mayoral Combined County Authority for Norfolk and Suffolk, and you can give your views on the proposals by using this link: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution
Council Pension funds being centralised too

I sit on the Suffolk Pension Committee which now manages £4.5bn in investments (nearly six times the turnover of the council). The government, alongside its move to centralise local authorities into the hands of a mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk (which for some reason it calls “devolution”), is also forcing all local authority pension funds to give up most of the democratic control they exercise over investment strategy. Our funds will be pooled with other local authority funds into the hands of paid professional City managers who will have the power to select individual sub fund managers and decide on most of the details of where funds are allocated.

The pension committee of councillors at Suffolk – which has been advised by professionals - will have a mere supervisory, rather than deciding role. The government wants to encourage “local investment” by these pooled funds. What, where and how much local investment will be decided by the professional managers in consultation with the new Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk - who must produce a “growth plan” for the two counties. The problem here is that the legal responsibility for providing adequate pensions rests currently with the committee, not with the mayor or professional managers.

Challenge to County’s decision to take Suffolk Libraries in house

My political group, (Green, LibDem, Independent) is seeking to “call in” the decision on March 18th by Suffolk County Council’s all-Conservative cabinet to take the libraries in house. 

The administration had failed to agree a renewal of the contract with the charity, The Suffolk Library Service, that has been running them since 2012. There were no other bidders.

If our “call in” request is approved by the Council’s Monitoring Officer, it means the Cabinet decision can be examined again in public by a committee of councillors – Scrutiny Committee.

The charity insisted the terms it was offered (same budget as last year with no annual increase for inflation etc) meant opening hours would have to be cut by 30%. The council say they can run it with no hours being cut. The fear is that this will mean cuts in staff numbers and an increased reliance on volunteers. The amount the library charity was being paid has not risen significantly for more than ten years. 

Meanwhile, as the County Council itself will be abolished in May 2018, it means that the future of an in-house library service is perhaps less certain than if there was a long term contract in place with an outside provider.

APPENDIX 2: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR BRYN HURREN

Firstly some clarity on the Devolution deal and Unitary bid for our own area.

 

As of this moment Robert will remain our County Councillor for an extra year until the mayoral elections for a combined Suffolk and Norfolk mayoral region, likely to take place in May 2026. This is at the behest of the new labour government who want just one group to talk to per region.

This new mayoral level, will of course come with its own levels of monetary requirements and extra budgets to do what ever its new role may be. One worries that this budget will cost as much as the total savings of the exercise to cut out one level of confusing local government, just to introduce another. That would be a damning mistake. The consultation for all this is happening right now, although there is no chance for any meaningful change.

 

As some may be aware the combined County, District and Borough councils of Suffolk are collectively working on a proposal for unitary councils across Suffolk and it is likely that I will remain your district councillor for as long as that takes which I was well elected to do anyway, so not much change there. The issues here are the size of the new combined authority and how many across Suffolk, I would have preferred 3 across Suffolk but as the numbers don’t stack up to the recommended government preferred size of 500,000 we will be lucky to get away with 2 as the total population of Suffolk at the moment is just under 800,000. We will see. We have now agreed along with Norfolk to ask for 3 devolved unitaries across our county, this would give us 6 across the new mayoral region.

Babergh DC are due to ratify this approach on the evening of Thursday 20th March.

I have used my own party briefing from the Local Government Association to help explain all this, as it is the most helpful synopsis I have seen yet. 
 

Nearer to home Babergh / Mid-Suffolk have launched into getting ready for another consultation on our joint local plan, due to the governments call for new housing.
Targets, a rise of 75% in our case. Difficult but achievable, but can we find materials and craftsmen to achieve these numbers??

Maybe we need to break the mould and build modular homes to a very high standard.

The appeal for housing at Brent Eleigh Rd in Monks Eleigh was thankfully successfully turned down.  Also the applications at Hedgerows in Brent Eleigh have been curtailed to within reasonable proportions, I hope you all agree.

 

The car parking charges have been enacted to my utter dismay, I would have supported the scheme with an hour free and in my opinion this would have brought in an equal amount of finance for the Council but also have to understand that the colossal underfunding of local government is a massive issue, along with the horrific business rates that have been heaped on the car parks over the past 6 yrs.

 

The next big issue for all councils is the dictat to collect glass and kitchen waste from the kerbside. Not really viable in a rural district, especially with high costs of fuel, labour and vehicles to do it. An appeal has gone out to government for clarity on these issues but no response yet. 
Very pleased to be of help with grant aid for your Village Hall and I look forward to sitting in the warm on Thursday evening, and I wish you every success with that project.

I will be with you as your Councillor for my full term at least but nothing is sure or secure at this moment. 

All Best Regards Bryn. 
