MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 16 OCTOBER 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 7.30PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)

Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall

Cllr Francesca Scoones

Apologies:
County Cllr Robert Lindsay
In Attendance:
District Cllr Bryn Hurren 
William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
Item No
Item discussed

25.63                  Chair’s welcome 
                          Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.64
To receive apologies for absence

                            Apologies were received from County Cllr Robert Lindsay. 
25.65                 Declarations of Interest

25.65.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

25.65.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                                  There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

25.65.03
To receive Declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

25.65.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.66                Minutes of the previous meeting

                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 24 July 2025 and sign them as a true and accurate record. 

                         Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Austin 
25.67                To receive the District Councillor’s report
Cllr Hurren had previously distributed a report which he went through. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 1. Cllr Hurren added, in relation to a new unitary structure for Suffolk, that the decision will be made in March 2026. He felt there was no point in County spending public money on getting public support for their proposal as it will be a Ministerial decision. Mayoral elections will take place on 6 May 2026. 
In terms of the day job there is currently a £1.5m gap in terms of setting a workable budget for next year. Cllr Hurren emphasised that Babergh only receives about 8.7% of the Council Tax collected – less than the Police and Crime Commissioner. 
On a positive note, Babergh had been given sufficient funds to purchase a small number of homes for renting out. However local foodbanks are currently feeding 40 families.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.68                To receive the County Councillor’s report

                              Cllr Lindsay had previously distributed a report via email to all Councillors in advance of the meeting. It was NOTED with thanks. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 2.               

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.69                To discuss any Village matters
25.69.01                 Speed limit on the A1141 through Brent Eleigh
                               Given that Highways matters are the responsibility of Suffolk County Council, it was again AGREED to defer consideration of this Item until Cllr Lindsay can be present. The Clerk will email Cllr Lindsay passing on the query raised by a resident.
25.69.02                 Any other matters 
                               Cllr Went reported an increase in dog fouling, particularly along Snapes Lane. Cllr Marshall will remind dog owners of their responsibilities in Roundabout. Cllr Helms will put up some more notices about dog fouling in the affected area.    

__________________________________________________________________________________
25.70                To receive a report from the Village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

                         There was nothing new to report.     
__________________________________________________________________________________

25.71                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters

25.71.01                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the updated cashbook, reserves balance and bank reconciliation, together with the current bank statement, which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at 11 October 2025, standing at £6,419.44. From that current balance the following sums are continuing to be held as earmarked reserves:

· £380.34 CIL payment received on 11 October 2021. This has to be expended by October 2026 and applied to a specific project that supports growth. 
· £1,000.00 earmarked for support to the Village Hall.

25.71.02                 Approval / ratification of payments
                               It was RESOLVED to ratify payments made as follows:

· £239.00 to the Clerk as remuneration
· £158.80 to HMRC
                               Proposed by: Cllr Scoones                                   Seconded by: Cllr Went                  

It was RESOLVED to authorise payments as follows:

· £22.80 to SALC in respect of payroll

· £207.36 to Scribe for renewal of accounting software.

                               Proposed by: Cllr Scoones                                   Seconded by: Cllr Went     
25.71.03                 Request for contribution to the production costs of Roundabout magazine

The Clerk reported that since the previous meeting, he had received a request from the Editor of     Roundabout for financial support due to financial difficulties arising from a reduction in advertisement copy. It was suggested that councils pay an annual subsidy based on the number of households per village @ £1 per household. Brent Eleigh’s contribution was calculated at £90.00 and an invoice was received accordingly. Following a brief discussion it was RESOLVED to make payment accordingly.

Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                       Seconded by: Cllr Austin          
25.71.04                 Local government pay award for 2025/26

The Clerk reported on the agreed national salary increase award for 2025/26. Following a discussion it was RESOLVED to place the Clerk on Scale 8, which increases the hourly rate to £13.90 an hour, an increase of 64p. For 60 hours a year that equates to an annual increase of £38.40 and an annual salary of £834.00.     
                  Proposed by: Cllr Went                                         Seconded by: Cllr Helms       
25.71.05                 Budget report 
                               The Clerk tabled copies of the budget for 2025/26, updated to reflect actual expenditure to date and year end expenditure projected on both that and agreed outstanding commitments. The position was NOTED. 
25.71.06                To consider purchase of a public bleed control kit
                               The Clerk reported information received about the availability for purchase at £85 + VAT of a bleed control kit to accompany the defibrillator positioned in the entrance porch of the Village Hall. This is a specialised first aid kit designed to provide life-saving support during severe bleeding emergencies. Following discussion it was AGREED that Cllr Marshall will make enquiries.                    
25.71.07                Grant request from domestic abuse charity Compassion 
                              The Clerk reported receipt of a request from the above organisation for support. It was AGREED to NOTE
                              the request. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________                       25.72                To receive reports from Councillors
                         There were no reports. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
25.73                To receive the Clerk’s report  
25.73.01                Local government reorganisation
                              This is dealt with in the report from Cllr Hurren (see Minute 25.67 above and Appendix 1 below). 
25.73.02                Digital and data compliance requirements to be met in 2025/26 
                              The Clerk had previously distributed to all Councillors a paper covering the digital and data compliance requirements that the Council will need to meet to comply with the new Assertion 10 in the latest version of the Practitioner’s Guide. Before the end of the current financial year, the Council will need to have in place:
· A generic email account hosted on an authority owned domain e.g. clerk@brenteleighpc.gov.uk
· A website that meets all legal requirements including all current accessibility guidelines

· A website that includes published documentation as required by the Freedom of Information Act 2000

· Compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2016 and the Data Protection Act 2018

· An IT policy which explains how Councillors and the Clerk will conduct Council business in a secure and legal way. 

The paper set out these requirements, the shortcomings of the Council’s current arrangements and the options for going forward, together with three possible new partners and indicative costs.
The Clerk went through the paper in some detail, following which it was AGREED to reconsider it at the next meeting, when Councillors would have had more time to consider the implications.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.74                Planning issues
25.74.01                To consider updates on planning applications 
                              1.      DC/24/05288 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application for permission to convert a small timber cart lodge to a 2 bed dwelling

No recommendation or decision as yet. 
2.     DC/24/05367 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application to convert a large timber threshing barn into a 4/5 bed dwelling following removal of 20th century lean to sheds 

Initial objection from Babergh Heritage team had been withdrawn but no recommendation or decision as yet.

Councillors NOTED the position on these applications located in Monks Eleigh parish close to the boundary with Brent Eleigh. 
3.    DC/25/04086 - Vaiseys Farmhouse – application for chimney renewal and new windows and doors 
4.     DC/25/04087 – Vaiseys Farmhouse – listed building application re above

Babergh Heritage have no objections subject to conditions. Brent Eleigh PC had no comments to make on these applications. NOTED that there were no recommendations or decision as yet. 

5.     DC/25/03898 – Brent Eleigh Hall – listed building application for repairs and refurbishment to the stable block       
Brent Eleigh PC had no comments to make on this application. NOTED that was no recommendation or decision as yet.
6.     DC/25/03645 - East Barn, Hedgerows Farm – application to vary design of new dwelling 

This application proposed to vary the plans approved in respect of application DC/24/02083. The variations include moving the dwelling further east, away from the footprint of the barn to be demolished under the Class Q fallback location which was the subject of application DC/23/02271. Planning consent was GRANTED on 10 October 2025.         
25.74.02                To consider planning applications received

       7.     DC/25/03752 – Barns at Hill Farm – application for change of use / conversion / reconstruction and extension to form 2 residential dwellings
       8.     DC/25/03753 – Barns at Hill Farm – listed building application re above

       Following discussion it was AGREED to make no comment in respect of these applications. 
25.74.03                Planning appeal 

                              9.     AP/25/00063 – Wellness Centre, Second Meadow Stables, Brent Eleigh Road, Lavenham 

       It was NOTED that an appeal had been lodged following the refusal of the application (DC/24/04224) by Babergh Council. 
25/74/04                Babergh draft strategic housing land availability assessment (SHLAA) and further call for sites

                              The Clerk advised Councillors that the above document now published identifies potential sites for housing development that have been submitted to Babergh for consideration. There is a further call for sites taking place now – up to January 2026 – including for multiple land uses. The only submission made in respect of Brent Eleigh to date was for land at Hedgerows Farm (the site of the former nursery) which was considered unsuitable by the District Council. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________                              
            25.75                Date of the next Meeting
                              The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on 4 December 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________    
25.76                Chair’s closing remarks
                              The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting    closed at 9.05pm.
APPENDIX 1: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR BRYN HURREN
Firstly, the latest update regarding the Local Government Review; the joint application from the six DCs and Ipswich Borough for three unitaries has now been thoroughly costed and is with the new minister Steve Read, who will look at it along with the case for a single unitary from Suffolk CC.

Also the fact that SCC has spent £130,000 in lobbying the electorate for their preferred system, even though no one has a vote and they have used taxpayer’s money to do so - we were meant to be working together to produce a unified decision but that was never going to happen. Also that no public money should be used to further their own aims, which is exactly what has happened. Very stupid.

We have recently held a COP style conference at council offices for students between the age of 12 – 18 years, all topics relating to the environmental situation and climate change were discussed and the young students set the agenda and voiced their own opinions on what needs to be done. It is generally accepted that we are really past the point of where we can change direction, just trying to manage the situation now. I was unable to attend but have watched some snippets on playback. The young students were brilliant and very engaged in their task and a credit to their schools.                                   We will be in good hands when these people become adults.

Now that the dust is settling from round 1 of the LGR, we must get on with the day job of setting a workable budget and somehow balance the books with a modest or nil rise in our share of the council tax and still delivering good value and services for our share, which is about 8.7% of the total collected, we will succeed again as we always do.

Just a gentle reminder about the latest scams doing the rounds, we have one pretending to be from HM treasury telling pensioners of a short cut to claiming the winter fuel allowance. Please beware, it is very convincing. Suffolk trading Standards have a very good website which is worth a weekly browse.

Also I do have a little money in my locality budget for you, please apply.

I will attend your meeting tonight and happy to answer questions from Councillors and public.     Bryn.   
APPENDIX 2: REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR ROBERT LINDSAY
Daily Hadleigh to Stowmarket Bus route

The County is readying to put a new daily bus route from Hadleigh to Stowmarket to tender. The route should allow students to catch the West Suffolk College bus at Stowmarket station and others to catch the first off peak train to London. Hadleigh Community Transport which operates existing routes (461 and 462) between those towns does not want to take on the contract. The officer I think is awaiting responses from parish councils on the route.  
Flooding issue in Hitcham at Fen Lane junction

Following a site visit with Hitcham PC chair, I have made some progress with Highways on the regular winter flooding issue there. They have got Anglian Water to clear away branches from a major gulley which they think will help and also will be jetting one of the culverts. This they believe should help get rid of the water after heavy rain faster. However, Highways tell me that Higha long term solution, which involve rebuilding drains etc. is probably at least five years away. 
Donkey sanctuary looking for new home

I heard that horse and donkey charity French’s Care Haven, which rescues unwanted animals and also offers mental health therapy for humans, is about to be evicted from the land it rents near Groton. On contacting founder Jann Turner, I learnt that it is seeking to purchase 20 acres of grazing land within a ten-mile radius of Hadleigh. I said I would let my parish councils know in case they knew of anyone who might be interested in selling.  Jann’s contact details are on her website: 

https://www.frenchscarehaven.org.uk/
One Suffolk or three Suffolk councils?

We had an interesting debate at an extraordinary county council meeting on whether to endorse the Conservative administration’s proposal for one unitary council. The endorsement was carried by the majority Conservative vote but all opposition councillors of all other parties (save Reform) voted against, believing that most residents (who will not get to vote on this) prefer smaller authorities. The argument that cost savings will be significant with the One Suffolk model does not hold much water, even by their own estimates. Much of the Conservative’s One Suffolk case promotes reviewing parking and creating local neighbourhood committees and £40m for market towns. But this is not within the gift of the business plan, since it is will be up to whoever runs the new unitary or unitaries to decide.
Local nature recovery strategy approved

On 9 September, the Council’s Cabinet voted to approve the Local Nature Recovery Strategy, which was produced following a public consultation on the draft strategy between April and June this year.  Most of the area mapped out for Suffolk’s nature priorities is private farmland, and the strategy does not make improvement mandatory, but the officers who have produced the strategy will now work with landowners to support them and work to find investment for measures in the strategy. Landowners can use areas mapped in the strategy to produce ‘units’ of biodiversity for purchase by developers, as they will be required to meet the government’s new Biodiversity Net Gain requirements which state that all development should be increasing biodiversity by a minimum of 10%. The units of biodiversity do not need to be onsite or near the development.

The new strategy should also help Suffolk County Council to improve the land it owns in the county, and local planning authorities will have to take account of the strategy when development is considered. In the future; mayoral authorities like the one currently planned for Norfolk and Suffolk will be in charge of the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for their area.  

My personal feeling is that allowing developers to destroy habitat in one area and “purchase” supposedly replacement habitat from other areas will not allow us to restore more habitat. All developers in my view should have to ensure their developments have minimal or a positive impact on habitat in the place where they are built, rather than merely purchasing nature brownie points from someone else who does care.  
Predicted £13m needed from risk reserve to finance budget gap this year

After the first quarter of the financial year, the Council is predicting that it will overspend by £13.3m by the end of the 2025/26 financial year, which it will balance by taking money from its Risk Reserve. 

Alongside this is a forecast that the Council’s interest cost will increase by £5.1m to cover a surge in its “dedicated schools grant” debt. The soaring cost of education, particularly special needs education, is no longer being met by schools grant the Council gets from Government. The Government has promised to review the level of the grant. But in the meantime, in common with many other education authorities across the country, the Council now has to borrow to make up the shortfall. The schools grant debt is forecast to rise by £63m to a total of £161m.  

Other cost pressures for the Council include placements for children in care, care purchasing and mental health services in adult social care. 

The council has also received £1.2m less than expected from dividends from Suffolk Group Holdings (companies owned by the council like Concertus and Vertas) and had to pay nearly a million more than budgeted for its annual staff pay award.
Solar Together Scheme for 2025 

The Solar Together Suffolk scheme, which has so far installed 32,000 solar panels at 2,651 Suffolk households, is now open for registration for 2025.  The scheme also includes battery storage and EV charge points. The scheme requires householders to register online, and pre-approved solar PV suppliers then take part in a ‘reverse auction’ to bid for the work. After this, registered households will be emailed a personal recommendation which they can choose to accept or not. Telephone and email helpdesks are available to support residents in making an informed decision. The scheme is run by Suffolk’s councils in partnership with iChoosr, who have been working with UK councils on the Solar Together scheme since 2015. 

For more information and to register, visit https://solartogether.co.uk/suffolk/home 

