MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY ANNUAL MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 15 MAY 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 8.00PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)
Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall
Cllr Francesca Scoones

Apologies:
There were no apologies.

In Attendance:
William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
One member of the public
Item No
Item discussed

25.29                Election of Chair

                              It was RESOLVED unanimously that Cllr Kevin Went should be re-elected Chair of the Council.                              Proposed by: Cllr Marshall                                     Seconded by: Cllr Helms                                                        Cllr Went duly completed the Chair’s declaration of acceptance of office.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________                               
25.30                Chair’s welcome
                              Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 
________________________________________________________________________________

25.31                To receive apologies for absence

                            There were no apologies for absence.
25.32                  Declarations of Interest

25.32.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

25.32.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

25.32.03
To receive Declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

25.32.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

25.33                Minutes of the previous meeting

                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 20 March 2025 and sign them as a true and accurate record.

                         Proposed by: Cllr Marshall                                     Seconded by: Cllr Austin 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.34                To review and assign portfolios and appoint representatives to outside bodies

                         Portfolios were CONFIRMED as follows: 
·  Trees – Cllr Scoones 
·  Footpaths – Cllr Marshall

·  Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Went.

                              Representation on Other Bodies was CONFIRMED as follows:

·  Colman and Associated Charities – Cllr Marshall

·  Suffolk Association of Local Councils – Cllr Went

·  Brent Eleigh Village Hall Committee – Cllr Marshall and Cllr Scoones.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________                                        
25.35                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters
25.35.01                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the cashbook which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at 31 March 2025, standing at £3,929.14. Additionally, there is a sum of £7.60 due by way of VAT repayment, so the Council’s net assets as at 31 March totalled £3,936.74. From that current balance the following sums are continuing to be held as earmarked reserves:
· £1,000.00 as a contribution towards village hall improvements.
· £380.34 CIL reserves.
That gives an earmarked reserves total of £1,380.34 with general reserves of £2,556.40 as at year- end – adding up to the overall total of £3,936.74.  

25.35.02                To consider CIL monies position

                              As the existing sum of £380.34 needs to be expended by October 2026 on a project that supports growth, there was a short further discussion on suggested ways of applying it.  No conclusion was reached and further discussions will need to be held. 
25.35.03                Approval / ratification of payments
                              It was RESOLVED to make the following payments:
· £135.00 to SALC for annual subscription

· £277.00 to Zurich Insurance for renewal of the Council’s insurance due on 23 June

                              Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                         Seconded by: Cllr Marshall
25.35.04                To declare the Council exempt from the requirements for a Limited Assurance Review 
                              As neither income nor expenditure in the year ended 31 March 2025 exceeded £25k, it was RESOLVED to certify the Council as exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance review.  

                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                           Seconded by: Cllr Marshal
25.35.05                To consider and adopt the Internal Control Statement for year ended 31 March 2025
                              The Clerk reminded Councillors that to comply with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 they need to undertake an annual review of the system of internal control within the Council. The Clerk had previously distributed a draft Statement setting out the Council’s approach to internal control and tabled copies. Following a brief discussion it was RESOLVED to approve the Statement. 

                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                           Seconded by: Cllr Marshall
  25.35.06                 Arrangements for Audit, approval of the 2024/25 accounts and the exercise of public rights                              
The Certificate of Exemption, signed by the Chair and Clerk, has to be submitted to the External Auditor by no later than Monday 30 June. The Council has to approve the Annual Governance Statement and the Accounting Statements (in that order) and publish them on the Council’s website by 1 July. The Certificate of Exemption, together with the Internal Audit report, bank reconciliation, Register of Assets, the Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights, and other information required by Regulation 15(2) Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, has also to be published in the same way. The Clerk will liaise with the Internal Auditor to ensure that all the paperwork is in order for the Special Meeting to be convened in June to complete all the financial and governance matters.  
25.35.07                Re-adoption of the LGA Model Councillor Code of Conduct
                              All councils are required to have a local Councillor code of Conduct. Brent Eleigh PC has hitherto adopted the Local Government Association Model Councillor Code of Conduct. The Clerk had distributed copies prior to the meeting and it was RESOLVED to formally re-adopt the LGA Model Councillor Code of Conduct.

                               Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Austin   
25.35.08                To review subscriptions to other bodies

                              The Council pays an annual subscription to the Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC). Currently it is £135.00. It was AGREED to continue with this subscription for 2025/26.  
                              The Council also subscribes to the Suffolk Preservation Society (SPS) and it was AGREED to continue with this subscription for 2025/26.    

25.35.09                To review authorised signatories and electronic banking arrangements

                              It was AGREED that cheque and online payment signatories for 2025/26 will be as follows:

· Cllr Went

· Cllr Helms

· Cllr Scoones

· The Clerk.

                              Electronic payments are initiated by the Clerk and signed off by one of the Councillor signatories. 
25.35.10                To agree to receive the summons to meetings electronically

                              All Members AGREED to this for the next Council year.  
25.35.11                New Governance requirements in 2025/26

                              The Clerk advised Members that by March 2026 the Council will be required to have a generic email account hosted on an authority owned domain. In practice this will mean that the Council needs to move to a.gov.uk website and email address and comply with all legal requirements relating to websites, including access. It will also be a requirement to have an IT policy. The Clerk will bring proposals (with costs) to Councillors later in the summer of 2025. 
25.36                To receive reports from Councillors
25.36.01                Hedgerow / tree removal along the north side of Footpath 6 (continuation of Snapes Lane) 
                              Cllr Marshall reported that the thick belt of hedging / trees stretching eastwards along the footpath until it joins up with Footpath 4 running south from Tye Road had been cut down. She would supply the Clerk with photographs and he would then undertake to make enquiries.                                  
25.36.02                Village Bus shelter
                              A request was made to hold a discussion on the future of this structure at the next Ordinary Meeting of the Council. The Clerk accordingly will place it on the Agenda.    

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
           25.37                To receive the Clerk’s report  

25.37.01                 Local Government Reorganisation - update 
                               This issue had been adequately covered in County and District Councillor reports to the Annual Parish Meeting and discussions thereon.       
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

25.38                 Planning issues
25.38.01                 Babergh Neighbourhood Plan presentation 

                               Consideration of this was deferred until the next Ordinary Meeting.

25.38.02                To consider updates on planning applications 

1. DC/24/05287 – Tye Farm – application for prior approval to convert steel framed agricultural building to dwelling under permitted development rights. 
No decision yet made.
2. DC/24/05288 – Tye Farm- application to convert cart lodge to 2 bed dwelling.
No decision yet made.

3.    DC/24/05367 – Tye Farm – application to convert large barn to 4/5 bed dwelling. 
                               No decision yet made.

4.  DC/25/00576 – Hedgerows Farm bungalow – application for lawful existing use.
Planning consent was GRANTED on 16 April 2025.
   25.38.03                 New planning applications            
                                    There were none.                         
            _________________________________________________________________________________________________

             25.39                Dates of future meetings
                                 It was AGREED to hold a Special Meeting to deal with governance and accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2024 on 26 June 2025 starting at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. The next Ordinary Meeting of the Council will be on 24 July in the Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm.      
________________________________________________________________________________
25.40               Chair’s closing remarks
                             The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55pm.
