MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 12 MARCH 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 7.30PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)
Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall

Cllr Francesca Scoones

Apologies:
County Cllr Robert Lindsay

In Attendance:
District Cllr Bryn Hurren 
William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
Item No
Item discussed

26.15                  Chair’s welcome 
                          Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
26.16
To receive apologies for absence

                            Apologies were received from County Cllr Robert Lindsay.  
26.17                 Declarations of Interest

26.17.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

26.17.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                                  There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

26.17.03
To receive Declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

26.17.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
26.18                Minutes of the previous meeting

                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 22January 2026 and sign them as a true and accurate record. 

                         Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Scoones 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

26.19                To receive the County Councillor’s report

                              Cllr Lindsay had previously distributed a report via email to all Councillors in advance of the meeting. It was taken as read and no comments were raised by Councillors. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 1. Discussion on the Suffolk Bus Improvement Plan was deferred until Cllr Lindsay can be present. 
26.20                To receive the District Councillor’s report
Cllr Hurren had previously distributed a report which he went through. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 2. Cllr Hurren added that, in addition to the Sudbury based projects referred to in his report, there are concerns about the roof of the Kingfisher Leisure Centre. It is safe for a couple of years but will at some point need a major cash injection. He also amplified the text in the report about unusual planning applications – the Birds of Prey sanctuary is at Stonham Barns and the Lion enclosure at Jimmy’s Farm. The traveller’s site application will be going to Committee. 
On local matters, Cllr Hurren is helping to fund improvements to the Brent Eleigh Village Hall along with Cllr Lindsay. He has also been able to use his budget to help support GoStart Community Transport with the 112 bus route. Regarding Clay Lane (see also Minute 26.24.01 below and Cllr Lindsay’s report at Appendix 1) he is going to speak to the landowner re the state of the surface at the Lavenham end caused by farming operations.      
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
26.21                To discuss any Village matters
26.21.01                 Condition of the footpath through the vineyard
                               It was reported that the hedges alongside footpath 5 through the vineyard are overgrown, making use of the path difficult. Cllr Marshall will contact the manager at Brook Farm.                               
26.21.02                 Annual village litter pick
.                              This will take place on 21 March. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
26.22                To receive a report from the Village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

                         There was nothing to report in relation to Brent Eleigh.     
__________________________________________________________________________________

26.23                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters

26.23.01                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the updated cashbook, reserves balance and bank reconciliation, together with the current bank statement, which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at   8 March 2026, standing at £4,826.39. From that current balance the following sum is continuing to be held as an earmarked reserve:

· £380.34 CIL payment received on 11 October 2021. This has to be expended by October 2026 and applied to a specific project that supports growth. 
26.23.02                 Approval / ratification of payments 
                               It was RESOLVED to authorise payment and make provision as follows:
·     £22.80 to SALC in respect of payroll costs for the 6 months ending 31 March 2026
     The Clerk reported that he was awaiting advice from SALC in respect of both the salary and tax payments due at 31 March; they should be in line with the budget.
                                  Proposed by: Cllr Went                                         Seconded by: Cllr Helms                                            
26.23.03                 Use of CIL receipts held as an earmarked reserve
                               Following discussion it was RESOLVED to use the sum of £380.34 as a contribution to the cost of a new window at the Village Hall. 
                               Proposed by: Cllr Went                                         Seconded by: Cllr Scoones                                            
26.23.04                 To review the outturn for 2025/26 and confirm the budget for 2026/27
 Updated budgets for 2025/26 and 2026/27 were also included in the financial information pack distributed at the meeting. The budget for 2026/27 is based on the precept of £3,600 as set at the January meeting. The projected carry forward balance will be in the order of £4,300, so with the £3,600 precept, resources available for the next financial year will amount to approximately £7,900. Payments provisionally budgeted for next year amount to approximately £4,000, They include a grant of £1k to the Village Hall and a grant of £250 to GoStart Community Transport. The projected outturn for 2025/26 was NOTED and it was AGREED to confirm the budget for 2026/27.     
26.23.05                 To review reserves and make any movement into earmarked funds as required 
                               Members considered the transfer of funds prior to year end into the earmarked reserve for the Village Hall. Following discussion it was RESOLVED to transfer £1k with immediate effect. 

Proposed by: Cllr Went                                         Seconded by: Cllr Austin                             
26.23.06                Audit arrangements for year end 31 March 2026

                              The Clerk reported that nothing had yet been received from the External Auditor. Internal audit arrangements remain the same as last year.
26.23.07                Kernos Centre Sudbury 
                              The Clerk reported receipt of a request from the above organisation for support. It was AGREED to NOTE
                              the request. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________                       26.24                To receive reports from Councillors
26.24.01                Condition of Clay Lane and Cundys Lane   
Cllr Marshall reported that Babergh has put Clay Lane into its Local Cycling and Walking lnfrastructure Plan. It will be eligible for CIL grant funding to improve the surface (as a Restricted Byway it is designated for horses, bicycles, walkers and non-mechanically propelled vehicles). See also Minute 26.20 above. 

It was reported that the problem identified with Cundys Lane has now been rectified.    
__________________________________________________________________________________
26.25                To receive the Clerk’s report  
26.25.01                Digital and data compliance requirements to be met – new website, email and domain
                              As agreed at the Council meeting on 22 January 2026, the Clerk had made arrangements to purchase a new Assertion 10 compliant website, email and domain service from Parish Online. The new site is under preparation and the domain being registered. 
26.25.02                To consider a draft IT Policy
                              The Clerk had previously distributed via email a draft IT Policy for Councillors to consider. This is now a mandatory requirement under Assertion 10. The draft is based on a template prepared by the Government Digital Service for use by local councils. Following discussion it was RESOLVED to adopt the policy with immediate effect and publish it on the new website when set up.  

                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                         Seconded by: Cllr Marshall                             
26.25.03                Overhead power lines affecting trees
                              As Brent Eleigh’s electricity supply comes via overhead lines this issue is important, and was raised at the previous meeting. The Clerk contacted UK Power Networks (UKPN) to clarify the position. The advice given was that if any trees are actually touching the cables then contact should be made via the emergency number 105, and UKPN engineers will attend and assess. If there are no branches actually touching then tree works are the responsibility of the landowner whose agent / tree surgeon should contact UKPN well in advance of the planned works (having obtained any necessary consents from the District Council as planning authority) to arrange for a planned power cut to facilitate the work. 

                              There are quite a few locations in the village and along the Lavenham Road where tree branches are either touching or very close to cables. Following discussion it was AGREED that it is the responsibility of the individual landowner / property owner to manage trees and liaise with UKPN as required.     
26.25.04                Meadow management
                              The Clerk had previously distributed an email from Babergh’s Biodiversity Manager, seeking information to help identify areas of grass that could be both suitable and supported for being managed as meadows, rather than be kept short. Following discussion Councillors felt that there were no public realm areas in Brent Eleigh suitable for such treatment.   
26.25.05                Highways survey
                              The Clerk reported the online survey from Suffolk Highways, seeking feedback on how Highways can improve communication, support and delivery for local councils. The Clerk took Members through the questions. Following discussion it was AGREED to NOTE the survey.    
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

26.26                Planning issues
26.26.01                To consider updates on planning applications 
                              1.      DC/24/05288 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application for permission to convert a small timber cart lodge to a 2 bed dwelling

Planning consent was GRANTED on 23 February 2026. 
2.     DC/24/05367 – Tye Farm, Tye Road – application to convert a large timber threshing barn into a 4/5 bed dwelling following removal of 20th century lean to sheds 

Planning consent was GRANTED on 25 February 2026. 
3.     DC/25/03898 – Brent Eleigh Hall – listed building application for repairs and refurbishment to the stable block       
Brent Eleigh PC had no comments to make on this application. NOTED that was no recommendation or decision as yet.
       4.     DC/25/03752 – Barns at Hill Farm – application for change of use / conversion / reconstruction and extension to form 2 residential dwellings

       5.     DC/25/03753 – Barns at Hill Farm – listed building application re above

       Brent Eleigh PC had no comments to make in respect of these applications. NOTED that there were no recommendation or decisions as yet.
                              6.     DC/25/04778 – Corner Farm – erection of wall 

                              Brent Eleigh PC recommended approval of this application. Planning consent was GRANTED on 11 March 2026
                              7.    DC/25/05530 – Hill Farm – application to convert existing stable buildings to a dwelling    

                              Brent Eleigh PC made no comments in respect of this application. Planning consent was GRANTED on 24 February 2026.

                              8.    DC/25/05619 – Corner Farm – listed building application for through floor lift
                              Brent Eleigh PC made no comments in respect of this application. No recommendation or decision as yet.

                              9.    DC/26/00044 – Corner Farm – listed building application (retrospective) for erection of close-boarded fence
                              Brent Eleigh PC made no comments in respect of this application. Planning consent was GRANTED on 11 March 2026.
26.26.02                To consider planning applications received                                                       
                              10.  DC/26/00453 – Rose Cottage – removal of front wall to create a parking area and erection of shed

                              Following discussion it was AGREED not to make any comments in respect of this application. 
                              11.  DC/26/00892 – Alder Carr – works to a tree in the Conservation Area

                              Following discussion it was AGREED to recommend approval of this application.
                                     12.  DC/26/00865 – Brent Eleigh Hall – listed building application for internal alterations and refurbishment
                                      Following discussion concerns were expressed about some aspects of the works proposed and it was AGREED that the Clerk would write to Babergh accordingly.
26.26.03                Planning appeal 

                              13.   AP/25/00063 – Wellness Centre, Second Meadow Stables, Brent Eleigh Road, Lavenham 

       It was NOTED that an appeal lodged following the refusal of the application (DC/24/04224) by Babergh Council was REFUSED. However the Inspector’s decision gave some element of encouragement as to how a further application might benefit from ensuring more sustainable access to the site and a further application is likely. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________                              
            26.27                Date of Annual Parish Meeting & Statutory Annual Meeting of the Parish Council

                         The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 14 May 2026 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall followed at 8.00pm by the Statutory Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.      
____________________________________________________________________________________________________    
26.28                Chair’s closing remarks
                              The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting    closed at 9.27pm.
APPENDIX 1: REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR ROBERT LINDSAY

Brent Eleigh village hall’s leaking kitchen window

I have been liaising with Cllr Marshall over the repair of the village hall kitchen window She has several quotes. I am prepared to contribute to the bulk of the cost but I would hope the Brent Eleigh community can also contribute something.
Clay Lane – damage at Lavenham end

I have followed up Cllr Hurren’s inquiries on this and asked Highways what enforcement action they are taking after the U-road section at the Lavenham end was made impassable apparently by a landowner’s construction equipment. 
Clay Lane – better surface

Separately I have been talking to Babergh and SCC Rights of Way about funding to get an improved surface on Clay Lane so that it can be passable in all weathers to walkers and cyclists. 

It is not on SCC’s list for active travel grants. However, Babergh have kindly agreed to list it as one of their “Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure” projects. This means Babergh should be open to a bid from Brent Eleigh PC for money from their CIL pot (accumulated developer levy money). 

I hope SCC’s Rights of Way officer will be contacting you about this shortly. Although Babergh provides the money, SCC will be doing the work and subsequent maintenance, so they need to liaise with each other.
New Hadleigh to Stowmarket bus, could 112 link with it?

A five days a week service between Hadleigh and Stowmarket will start on April 13th. It will be a 16 seater bus run by TMS under the Konect brand and will run between the two towns six times a day.  

I am investigating whether 112 operators GoStart would be interested in using the £27m of bus funding money available in Suffolk for expanding their current 2-day a week service between Bildeston and Sudbury so that residents of Brent Eleigh, for example, can get to Stowmarket by meeting the 51 at Bildeston. It could be either by expanding to five days a week or perhaps by offering more services on the Tuesday and Friday. 
Wattisham airbase sewage sludge processing site shut down

I’m pleased to say that the County Council issued a full stop notice to this site just outside Wattisham airbase on the road to Ringshall on 20 January, meaning that they had a month to clear the site, unless they sought to appeal the notice. They have not appealed and I gather the site has been cleared.
County Council elections back on
As you have no doubt heard, last month the Government suddenly U-turned on its move to scrap county council elections and they are now back on with very little notice. 

This is owing to a legal challenge which the Government found it could not defend against. Before its lawyers saw this legal challenge, the government was adamant that it had legal precedents on its side.

All in all this strikes me as representative of the cavalier way local government changes are being pushed through. 
Vehicle Removal Trial for Resurfacing Works
Often road works have been delayed and extra costs added because people fail to heed the warning to move their cars beforehand. Suffolk Highways have announced that they will trial towing away vehicles that have not been removed between March and June this year for about 19 specific planned resurfacing works. The council will, a fortnight before, place cards  under windscreens and through residents’ doors. Two days before the works are due to begin, cones will be put out along with signage warning that it will become a towing zone on the day. If there are cars parked on the road on the day, officers will knock on doors to try and find the owner and as a last resort, vehicles will be moved. There is a £70 fine to get it back.  Essex County Council has been doing this for about a decade and found that it has worked to cut costs of road works. 
County Council Chief Executive quits with no new job to go to

On 13 February, it was announced that Nicola Beach, the Chief Executive of Suffolk County Council, would be resigning after six years at the end of March. Because the council will be dissolved in May 2028, the administration will be appointing two existing directors – Andrew Cook (currently deputy CEO) and Mark Ash (currently director of local government reorganisation) – into new joint chief executive roles for the remaining two years of the council’s existence.  

APPENDIX 2: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR BRYN HURREN
Firstly a quick update on our budget; we at Babergh have gone for an inflation equalling budget increase of 2.9.% This will be on our 8.5.% share of the council tax which BMS collect on behalf of all our other partners across this local government area. It seems that we have much bigger rises from all our other cohorts, so the combined rises are likely to work out around 8% and come with a rise in Car Parking charges. 
We have tried to keep the rises minimal to keep our share of the Council tax below £5.00 per week for a family living in a Band D property and have done that easily once again by quite a way. Our waste services, recycling and public health duties are alone worth twice as much as that and would cost even more if delivered by the private sector.
As you all now know, we have elections back on schedule again and at the proposed date and time. Which is important to the government and to the authorities who were complicit in trying to put them off. The election will be on 7th May and Brent Eleigh will remain in the South Cosford Division, along with Boxford and all my other Box Vale ward villages. Please make sure you are registered to vote and use it wisely.
Our better recycling task is being rolled out in force now and I think is going as well as can be expected with such a huge change in what we collect and how.  We are still hoping to go live in early June, which is a couple of months later than hoped but at least we are going ahead, whereas many authorities have failed. Our main problems have been getting the smaller vehicles being fitted out for food collection, along with everyone else’s. To be expected of course and due now. The Government’s main aim here is to try to standardise recycling across the UK and collect and recycle more materials.
Despite our lack of funds we are going ahead this year with two major projects on our side of Sudbury; the first is Belle Vue Park which is in dire need of better facilities, including an indestructible cafe for the thousands of visitors and families it attracts. This was planned for two years ago but was delayed to enable the re-building of a perimeter wall, which was collapsing into Bures Rd. This project will be largely funded by developer’s CIL monies.
The other large project in the area is our Babergh owned site in Alexandra Rd (ex-Delphi), which is where many of the new vehicles will be kept along with the older ones which have been there for many years; this site will also be work HQ for an additional 10 staff. This site will also house work tractors and two roadsweepers, which are aimed at giving a better local service for the villages as well as the local town.
We have had some rather controversial planning applications recently for Birds of Prey sanctuary, lion enclosure, solar farm and gypsy and traveller site. I will bring you up to date this evening. 

I am aiming to be at your meeting tonight but have an earlier clashing meeting, so am aiming to get to you around 7.45.pm. On time if I possibly can. Looking forward to seeing you all.

Kind Regards.   Bryn. 
