MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 10 OCTOBER 2024 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 7.30PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)

Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall

Cllr Francesca Scoones

Apologies:
There were no apologies
In Attendance:
District Cllr Bryn Hurren

William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
Item No
Item discussed

24.64                  Chair’s welcome 
                          Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
24.65
To receive apologies for absence

                            No apologies had been received. 
24.66                 Declarations of Interest

24.66.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

24.66.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                                  There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

24.66.03
To receive Declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non-pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

24.66.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
24.67                Minutes of the previous meeting

                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 25 July 2024 and sign them as a true and accurate record. 

                         Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Scoones  
24.68                To receive the District Councillor’s report
                               Cllr Hurren had previously distributed a report which he went through. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 1. In relation to Babergh’s new raised housing targets, Cllr Hurren was not optimistic that the increased level of completions can be achieved, for reasons of labour shortages / contractor capacity if nothing else. Expanding on the future changes to waste collection from 2026, he explained that residual waste collections (black bins) will move to 3 weekly, and additional bins will be provided for glass and food waste. In discussion it was mentioned that the new parking charges in Lavenham will apply to the Church Street and Prentice Street car parks but not the one in Water Street. In the Church Street car park charges will only apply after about five minutes so that people will still be able to use the recycling centre without risk of charge.                                 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

24.69                To receive the County Councillor’s report

                         No report was received.
_________________________________________________________________________________

24.70                To discuss any Village matters
                               No matters were raised.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
24.71                To receive a report from the Village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 
                          Cllr Went reported that there had been no further developments following his reporting to the police of the shots fired earlier this year at local road signs. There has since been a break-in at Café Como and concerns about prowlers around Wells Hall.     
_________________________________________________________________________________                              
24.72                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters

24.72.01                 Recent issues with HMRC

The Clerk reported that in early September he received a Penalty Notice from HMRC of £200 because   PAYE returns in the quarter ended 5 July 2024 were not submitted on time. Payroll is outsourced to SALC so any failures in this respect are down to them. It appears that the problem arose with a number of small councils where the Clerk is paid only quarterly or (as with Brent Eleigh) half yearly. For those months when no payment is made then an Employer Payment Summary (EPS) needs to be submitted. It appears SALC failed to do that, hence the penalty. Following liaison with SALC an appeal was submitted and on 2 October HMRC advised that the penalty was cancelled. Hopefully SALC will not fail to submit an EPS in those months when no salary payments are due in future.      
24.72.02                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the updated cashbook, reserves balance and bank reconciliation, together with the current bank statement, which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at 30 September 2024, standing at £5,832.04. From that current balance the following sums are continuing to be held as earmarked reserves:

· £380.34 CIL payment received on 11 October 2021. This has to be expended by October 2026 and applied to a specific project that supports growth. 
· £1,000 Village Hall support fund.

24.72.03                 Approval / ratification of payments
                                    It was RESOLVED to ratify payments of £223.80 made to the Clerk and £148.80 made to HMRC in respect of salary / tax due as at 30 September.
                                    It was RESOLVED to authorise payments as follows:
· £207.36 (inc. VAT) to Scribe for annual cost of the finance software due by 31 October
· £42.00 (inc. VAT) to Community Action Suffolk for village website hosting due by 1 November.                                     
                                   Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Helms
24.72.04                Budget report
The Clerk had previously distributed copies of the updated budget report to Members prior to the meeting and copies were tabled as well. The budget for 2024/25 is based on the precept of £3,000 as set at the January meeting. Expenditure to date is £1,163 and income to date £3,004. Based on the balance brought forward from 2023/24, anticipated yearly income and approved expenditure the balance in the Council’s account at year end will be around £3,874. The report was NOTED. 
           24.72.05                Appointment of Internal Auditor for 2024/25
                              Further discussion of this was deferred.  
24.72.06                Electronic payments arrangements
                              The arrangements for getting all authorised signatories up to speed on using the electronic payments arrangements with Lloyds Bank are in hand. 
24.72.07                 Review of Standing Orders
                                    The Clerk had previously distributed a draft version of revised Standing Orders to Members for their consideration. Following a brief discussion it was RESOLVED to approve the revisions. The Standing Orders based on the NALC template required updating for both legal and presentational reasons.  

                                   Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Austin
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
24.73                To receive reports from Councillors
24.73.01                 Vandalised road safety mirror - update  

                               It was AGREED to pay £18.00 by way of reimbursement for the procurement of a new mirror for the junction of The Street and Hall Road opposite Corner Farm. Cllr Went will organise the installation.
24.73.02                 Ditch at Tye Lane 

                               It was reported that the above ditch adjacent to land owned by Suffolk Wildlife Trust was overgrown and flooding the road. The Clerk will investigate with a view to reporting the problem via the Highways reporting tool.

             _________________________________________________________________________________________________  
          24.74                To receive the Clerk’s report  
24.74.01                Condition of the River Brett

                              The Clerk reported on correspondence between a local resident and the Environment Agency and Anglian Water on the level of pollution in the River Brett through Brent Eleigh, caused by sewage discharges from Lavenham sewage works which in 2023 totalled 710 hours. This is allowed in periods of heavy rain to avoid risk of flooding properties under a very flexible licence system. Having received unsatisfactory responses the matter has been escalated by the resident to James Cartlidge MP and a further response is awaited. Babergh DC has no powers in respect of this issue. 

24.73.03                Sudbury & South Suffolk Citizens Advice

                              Notice was received of their Annual General Meeting to be held on 16 October at 2pm in Sudbury Town Hall.                            

            24.73.04                 Suffolk Local Transport Plan
            The Clerk summarised the contents of the Suffolk Local Transport Plan 2025-2040. It runs to 92 pages and its principles can be expressed, in order of priority, as:

· Promoting active travel
· Reducing need to travel

· Reducing distance to travel

· Improving public transport

· Promoting high occupancy of cars as far as possible

· Making provision for cars and motorcycles – there is an acceptance that in rural areas people need to travel more for employment etc.

                              In terms of car parking the report concludes:

· The economic value of parking provision is less than commonly thought. Bus passengers, walkers and cyclists spend more (so the authors of the Plan believe)
· Car parking wastes valuable land

· Car parks need to be reconfigured to include much more space for cycles (8 cycles can be parked in one space for a car). [However the Plan acknowledges that parking spaces in future will need to be larger to accommodate larger vehicles]

· Too much parking compromises environmental / health objectives BUT too little leads to unregulated parking.
                              Local cycling and walking infrastructure plans feature as part of the Sudbury Area Transport Plan, together with improvements to buses, improvement to the integration of modes of transport, maximising growth opportunities and supporting town centre economics.

                              Councillors AGREED to NOTE the contents of these Plans. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

24.74                Planning issues
24.74.01                To consider updates on planning applications 
                              1.     DC/24/02083 – Hedgerows Farm – demolition of modern barn and construction of two storey dwelling (Class Q fall back DC/23/02271)
The Council objected to the original application on 30 May and recommended the already consented Class Q application be preferred. A revised application was submitted in August which proposed the replacement of the existing west barn by a large 5 bed dwelling on a plot of 1.18 acres. This is a slightly smaller plot size than the previous proposal and the dwelling is proposed to be situated partially on the footprint of the existing barn. The Clerk wrote to Babergh on 11 September expressing the Council’s view that as far as possible any development should reflect the Class Q fallback position established by the consent granted in 2023. However it was acknowledged by Brent Eleigh Parish Council that the new proposal is an improvement and if Babergh planners were minded to approve it then permitted development rights should be removed by a condition attached to the consent, so that the dwelling cannot be extended further without express planning permission. Planning consent was GRANTED on that basis on 13 September 2024.  .   
2.     DC/24/02110 – Hedgerows Farm – demolition of existing barn and erection of 3 bungalows (Class Q fallback DC/23/02271)

The Council objected to this application on 30 May and recommended the already consented Class Q application be preferred. A revised application was submitted in August. This proposal was for the replacement of the east barn by 3 new small single-storey dwellings, but unlike with the previous proposal, these would be sited partially on the footprint of the existing barn, and near to the existing farm bungalow rather than spread across a large area on the hillside. The Clerk wrote to Babergh on 11 September expressing concern at any significant departure from the Class Q fallback position established by the 2023 consent, but also acknowledging that the new proposal represents a reasonable compromise. If Babergh planners were minded to approve this latest application then Brent Eleigh PC recommended that permitted development rights should be removed by a condition attached to the consent so that the dwellings cannot in future be extended without express planning permission.

Planning consent was GRANTED on that basis on 13 September 2024.   .       

3.      DC/24/03859 – Hill Farm – application for prior approval of proposed demolition of building and construction of new dwelling under schedule 2 Part 20 Class ZA  

This was a revised application, following withdrawal of the previous one (DC/24/02302). Comments were requested by 23 September. Councillors had previously expressed concerns about footpath access through the development and given that the deadline for comments from the Parish Council had passed, Cllr Hurren undertook to speak to the planning officer about this. 

        4.   DC/24/03662 – Brett Lodge – application to fell two damaged conifer trees in the Conservation Area
        Planning consent was GRANTED on 13 September 2024.   
24.74.02                To consider planning applications received

                               5.       DC/24/04224 – OUT – Wellness Centre at Second Meadow Stables, Brent Eleigh Road
                               Councillors considered this application and recommended refusal on the following grounds:

· The proposed development is neither located within the settlement boundary of Lavenham nor in accordance with the Lavenham Neighbourhood Plan; nor does it meet any of the policy exceptions which allow for development in such a location.

· The site does not meet the Joint Local Plan requirements in relation to safe, sustainable and active transport.

· The site lies within Flood Zones 2 and 3 and is at high risk of flooding. It is important to ensure that there is no net loss of on-site flood plain storage which could impact downstream. Possible levels of flooding suggest that the application does not meet the requirements of both the NPPF and the Local Plan in terms of making the development safe from flooding in its lifetime. 

                              It was AGREED that the Clerk will draft and send a detailed response to Babergh on this basis.  
            _________________________________________________________________________________________________

            24.75                Dates of future meetings
    The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on 5 December 2024 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. The subsequent Ordinary Meeting will be held on 23 January 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
    The December meeting will consider a base budget for 2025/26, and the Precept claim will need to be finalised at the January meeting. A decision will also need to be made on how to spend the CIL monies held in the earmarked reserve (see Minute 24.72.02 above).    
________________________________________________________________________________
24.76                Chair’s closing remarks
                             The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting    closed at 9.05pm.
APPENDIX 1: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR BRYN HURREN
Having just returned from the National Lib Dem conference in Brighton, we all are aware of the importance of what we say in this new dawn of British politics. The fact that we now have 72 MPs and are now the only functioning opposition to a government with a huge majority is extremely worrying and does not bode well for a good functioning democracy.

The LDs will work hard as always to do the right things for the right reasons at the right time, also oppose things constructively with support from us to get things done, if that is what is required to enact good decisions and progress bills and legislation forward in an adult way.

The punch and Judy forms of politics along with bungs and shady donations, just has to end.

As now the 3rd largest elected group in the House of Comments, we now have clear policies on Housing strategies and increasing of stock, Health and Care and the finance to provide it, utility provision and its costings, sewage and our waterways and river networks and clear statements on Public Transport including railways. With so many of these in total disarray and crisis at this time, we have to know what we are doing and be seen to do so.

Closer to home, Angela Raynor has decreed that Babergh DC now has to deliver 760 new dwellings every year which is up from 450 dwellings as in the last parliament. We can achieve that with a secure landbank for housing and also some more possible sites from the recent call for sites initiative. Very hard task but achievable I think. What is so important is the types of housing we allow and promote, hopefully more smaller dwellings for existing residents to downsize to, which will free up larger homes for expanding families to move up into. Also now an ever increasing need to house the next generation in affordable houses for purchase or rent. We also have a responsibility to develop passive zero-rated homes with low or no power bills. With fitted solar panels and storage batteries, this is quite possible now, just imperative that the solar panels are made within the UK.  
We continue to distribute developers’ CIL contributions to worthwhile causes and infrastructure schemes throughout the villages and communities of the Babergh area. This includes £57,000 to Belle Vue park for enhanced disabled access and general improvement to facilities for all visitors to this lovely area.

Also £9,773.10 for replacement and improved floodlighting at Boxford Playing field, especially for afterschool football training and playing tennis at their revamped courts, hoping this encourages more matches and subsequent income for these much-needed facilities.

Even closer to home is the bombshell of the consultation to close Boxford surgery which is going to be very controversial. Please respond to consultation letter and attend meeting in Boxford Village Hall at 10.00.am – 12.00.pm on Tuesday 1st October, if you are able.

The Babergh liaison meeting this year is on 15th October at 10.30.am. – 12.00.pm. at Pinewood Community Centre. Not a great time for those that are in work. Sorry.   
At Babergh we are hoping to have a resolution to the horrific situation at the Churchfield Development site at Monks Eleigh and are talking constantly to the new developers. Regrettably the 5 affordables will now become houses for a discount sale to those with a local connection to the area, but in perpetuity.

Car parking in Babergh remains very controversial with an appeal sent to new Communities minister to zero rate our car parks from business rates to stimulate our high streets.

At this moment we also have to get our heads around trying to deliver the government dictat to collect glass and compostable materials. Very difficult.

I will be on hand this evening to expand on these issues and answer questions.

Have a good meeting.   Bryn.

