MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH 

HELD ON 15 MAY 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 7.00PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)

Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall
Cllr Francesca Scoones
Apologies:
There were no apologies

In Attendance:
County Cllr Robert Lindsay

District Cllr Bryn Hurren
William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Parish Council)
Georgina Strutt (Churchwarden – St Mary’s Brent Eleigh)
One member of the public
Item No
Item discussed

25.01                  Chair’s welcome and apologies for absence
Cllr Went as Chair of the Parish Council took the chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were no apologies.   
25.02
To receive the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 16 May 2024
                               It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 16 May 2024 and sign them as a true and accurate record.  
                         Proposed by: Cllr Marshall                                     Seconded by: Cllr Austin
________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.03                To receive a report from the Chair of the Parish Council
                         Cllr Went expressed the view that the Council had continued to manage its finances prudently over the past year and was in a financially stable position. A modest increase to the precept has helped to enable continued support to the Village Hall, the community bus service connecting local villages to Sudbury and grant aid to Citizens Advice, Sudbury.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

25.04                To receive the County Councillor’s report
                               Cllr Lindsay had previously distributed a report via email which he went through. The text of the report is appended below at Appendix 1. Cllr Lindsay added that he has now completed two terms as a County Councillor. As the elections were cancelled it is likely he will remain in post until May 2028; however he would have preferred to have a mandate to carry on his role until then. He has spent his discretionary funding for last year but has another £6k each for highways related matters and locality spending for the current financial year.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.05                To receive the District Councillor’s report
Cllr Hurren took those present through his report, the text of which is appended below at Appendix 2. In response to a query about solar panels, Cllr Hurren said he would check on the position relating to roofs in conservation areas. There was also a comment from Cllr Marshall about the need for the 112 bus to connect with the bus from Bildeston to Hadleigh, which it currently doesn’t.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________    

25.06                To receive a report from the village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator  
                                 Cllr Went began by reassuring his audience that statistically, Suffolk is the 3rd safest county in which to live. There have been no issues during the past year except for the damage to the traffic mirror opposite Corner Farm and to the mirror opposite Grove House, as well as shots taken at local road signs in both Hall Road and Tye Road, in the spring of 2024. Those incidents were reported to the police but nothing further was heard. There have regrettably however been recent instances of dog-fouling. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

25.07                To receive a report from the Colman Almshouse and associated Charities 

                               Cllr Marshall gave a summary report to the Meeting. Sadly Colman’s Cottages had recently lost a resident of long standing in the village. However new residents will shortly be occupying the vacant dwelling. In terms of the properties, secondary double glazing has been replaced and maintenance continues to be undertaken as required. The parcel of land off Brent Eleigh Road owned by an associated charity has been registered with the Land Registry. In terms of governance, a new Treasurer has been appointed but there is a vacancy for a Chair following a resignation.                            

   ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
25.08                To receive a report from the Parochial Church Council of St Mary’s Brent Eleigh

                         Churchwarden Georgina Strutt presented a report, a copy of which is appended below at Appendix 3. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
             25.09                To receive a report from the Village Hall Committee

                                     A hard copy report had been supplied in advance of the meeting and was read out to those present. A copy of the report is appended below at Appendix 4. 
________________________________________________________________________________
25.10                To receive comments on village matters 
                              There were none.  

                              The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.59pm.

APPENDIX 1: ANNUAL REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR ROBERT LINDSAY           

Locality and Highways discretionary budget spending.  

I have now served eight years as a county councillor here – that is two four-year terms, the last of which was supposed to come to an end on May 1st with another election. However, the Government and county administration have chosen to cancel that election leaving me and other Suffolk county councillors in post for an undetermined amount of time, probably until the county council is abolished in 2028.

I had used up my locality budget for the past year and highways budget which was for the past four financial years. However, I have been allotted an annual budget for both from April 1, of £6k for each. So should the parish need some funding please be aware. I do not generally provide all the funding but tend to match fund and ask that organisations and parishes can raise half the costs from other sources. 

Motions during the year 

Of note was my Green, LibDem and Independent group’s motion in October to ask for a cross-party panel of councillors to look at lowering the bar to intervening for pavement repair (currently they will not repair if the pavement is less than 2cm above the level). The administration voted this down but promised that they would review the criteria they used. We have fed in our request but we have yet to hear whether they will change things. 

In December 2024 We also got unanimous approval for a motion calling on the government to adopt policies of prioritising “roofs before rural” when it comes to the roll out of panels. There is no real reason why solar panels cannot be made compulsory in new builds and planning barriers to solar on existing rooftops can be eased. 

 

A daily bus between Hadleigh and Stowmarket?  

I have as usual been supporting the 112 bus between Sudbury and Bildeston. Whilst Monks Eleigh is pursuing a dial a ride “digibus” for the area, I was pleased to see that the county council are looking again at funding for a daily scheduled bus between Hadleigh and Stowmarket, after rejecting applications that Hitcham, Bildeston and Finborough parish councils made the year before. It makes no sense that there is no regular bus that can get for example students or employees to our mainline train station at peak times. I have been told that if the current operator (HCT) does not want to run the service, the council can put it to tender.   

Local Government centralisation – Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk and scrapping local districts and county council

It is becoming clear that the Mayoral tier of government will add a new layer of costs, likely eliminating any hoped for savings from merging district and county councils. The election for the Mayor of Norfolk and Suffolk will happen in  
May 2026.

The current schedule is for elections for “shadow” unitary councillors to be elected in May 2027 and the new unitary council(s) will commence May 2028, at which time county and district councils will dissolve. But there are doubts whether the Govt can meet this timetable. Districts are asking for two and preferably three unitaries in Suffolk, the county council wants one. Larger does not necessarily mean cheaper, since many services – such as bin emptying – are already delivered by district councils collaborating in partnership and other services e.g. public toilet maintenance - are often more cheaply serviced using local contractors and more efficiently provided by those staff and councillors with more local knowledge.

Suffolk Libraries to be brought in house 

On Tuesday 18 March the county’s cabinet approved a recommendation to take the Suffolk Library Service in house after they failed to agree a renewal of the contract with the charity that has been running them since 2012. There were no other bidders. 

Our group attempted to “call in” the decision – giving it another chance to be scrutinised at the scrutiny committee but our call in and that of the Labour group was rejected. 

Council Budget 2025-26

In February 2025, the council budget for the 2025-26 year included approved the maximum rise in council tax of 4.99%, including the 2% precept for adult social care. 

The budget does not include borrowing from the council’s reserves, which was a concern last year. Instead, it relies on delivering £28.4m of savings across many council services. The Schools Grant, SEND and adult social care are providing much cost pressure.  

The council is also forecasting that in the next few years, it will have budget ‘gaps’ that will only grow: £33.1m for 2026-27, and £96.2m in 2028-29. 

APPENDIX 2: ANNUAL REPORT FROM DISTRICT CLLR BRYN HURREN
Firstly, my sincere thanks to the many who have enquired and wished me well with my knee replacement operation, 6 weeks ago today and all going brilliantly well and, hopefully soon, pain free, Getting good mobility back now as well.

On the local government front, the biggest bombshell to be sprung upon us in years arrived just a week before Christmas, with the government white paper to revamp and re-align the way we are governed and the wish to streamline local services with unitary councils and a mayoral upper tier to cover the Counties of Suffolk and Norfolk with a soon to be elected mayor. In other words, a different two-tier system.

As it turns out the mayor will have far-reaching powers with staff and a budget to match and will liaise straight down from national government. The new unitary councils will do the spadework of running local services and delivering them to residents, businesses, towns and parishes alike.  Will this provide contact down to the lowest level? I think it also is important that we select the correct size of unitary to serve Suffolk, one huge one is far too big and we have selected an option of 3 across Suffolk, serving a population of around 260,000 each.  We will see, it probably depends on your local elected councillor. I’ve come to rather suspect the motives of national government and its politicians but this could draw more finance and better services into our area, just not sure that having a mayor across two very different Counties is the best way to achieve this. We are however destined to be having mayoral elections in May 2026.

Babergh District Council continues to punch way above its weight and size on green issues, such as bio-fuel on our vehicles, power generation from council house solar panels, waste reclamation, power from waste and encouragement of wildlife, flora and fauna and general diversity.

Also, now a slackening on rules for listed buildings, re solar panels and double glazing and encouragement now for solar panels on business units and commercial buildings.

We are now having, as a nation, to provide a million and a half new houses in this parliamentary term of 5 years, in local terms this means 775 houses for BDC per annum, up from 446 last year.

My main concern is that most of these really need to be smaller houses that enable people to downsize from bigger properties or move up from smaller homes and the shelter of family providers.

Also, can we find the building staff and materials to keep up this rate of expansion?

Nearer to home I am pleased to see the considerable upgrade of the causeway area to Back Lane which provides a valuable link between the two parts of Monks Eleigh Village.

Also the continuing running of the 112 bus service from Sudbury through to Bildeston village that runs twice weekly and picks up and drops off at Brent Eleigh VH.

Also locally, there is a move now to widen the footway on the LHS of Brent Eleigh Rd as it enters Monks Eleigh. A much-needed initiative. 

Very happy to help out again with monies from my locality budget, that this year went to help fund the heaters for this VH facility. So hope this has helped.

We are once again running this scheme, which is open now for bids.

So much more going on in Brent Eleigh than I have time to put in my report today but happy to answer questions now, after the meeting or at any time in the near future.

Just remains now to thank our clerk William and all Councillors who work hard to achieve the very best for our lovely village.

All Love and Best regards to all who live in and around the village of Brent Eleigh,

             APPENDIX 3: ANNUAL REPORT FROM BRENT ELEIGH ST MARY’S PCC 

     2025 is a special year for St Mary’s as we celebrate 750 years since the creation of the Wall Paintings behind the Altar.
     We have had a number of visitors and are also welcoming three group visits; one is an ACE cultural tour for a lecture and also tea and cakes in May and June.   

     On 6 July we have a special guided tour and lecture for local people by Imogen Corrigan, who is an expert in medieval architecture, buildings and artefacts, including paintings. She is the leader of ACE Cultural Tours. It will be very special and we are so pleased that she can come. It will be a ticketed event with refreshments. 

     We are delighted that William Corn has become Treasurer, taking over from Michael Warner after 10 years; Michael was also Churchwarden with his wife Vivien. Michael has been absolutely fantastic and we are all enormously grateful for all his hard work and expertise. He remains as Secretary of St Mary’s. Thank you to both Michael and Vivien, very, very much.

     In early March we had a churchyard clear up and thanks to those who kindly helped.

     On 21 March we held our Annual Lent Lunch – it was a very jolly event with 34 attendees. The selection of soups and table decorations were wonderful. Thank you to those who kindly helped. The event raised £347 for the Dominic Baker Trust.

     The Quinquennial Inspection was carried out on 25 March by Michael Garber, an architect from Hanslip plc. The inspection took all day with a visit to the top of the tower. The full report will come in due course but an area of concern is moisture coming in on the East Wall behind the wall paintings. Otherwise he was pleased with the upkeep and repairs made recently.

     The Parochial Church Council Electoral Roll is updated every six years. It will be ready for the Annual meeting on 21 May. At present we have 28 signed forma from villagers. 

     Georgina and Duncan are planning a Church Fundraiser in late summer (to be confirmed).
     The Suffolk Historic Churches Trust bike ride and vintage rally on 13 September will be a fun event and we hope to get a large BE biking group together. 

     The Edmund Octet Concert will be held in conjunction with Monks Eleigh on Saturday 11 October with a meal and wine.

     The Annual Parish Church Meeting will be held on Wednesday 21 May.  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	APPENDIX 4: ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Over the last year we have continued to improve the Village Hall. The inefficient heaters were replaced with infrared heaters and further secondary glazing was installed. 

The Hall has benefitted from regular hiring for needlework classes and several children’s parties.  
We have continued with the twice-yearly quiz, talks with slides and the pre-Christmas carol singing with mulled wine and mince pies. The monthly coffee morning enables people to get together for a chat with delicious cakes. 
All these activities have helped raise funds for the ongoing running costs and maintenance which supplements the money given to us by the Parish Council. 

The Lent lunch held in the Village Hall was well supported. 

We now have recycling for glass, plastic bags, batteries and blister packs in the car park and entrance lobby.

The garden has been maintained by volunteers.

Francesca Scoones has stood down as Treasurer and will be replaced by Kevin Went.

We will be having an AGM in the near future.
